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TRAM 17 SHIFT,  
21 January 2014 

 

An important day as 
two large Collins 
cranes prepare to lift 
Tram 17 on to the 
transporter truck.   
The tram was moved 
to The Wheelwright 
Shop at Gladstone in 
the Wairarapa that 
day, to commence its 
two year restoration 
contract. 
 

(More photos inside) 
 

Photo: Colin Dash   
 

 

50 years since closure! 
 
The brand (left) that we’ve 
adopted for 2014 to mark 
the 50

th
 anniversary of the 

closing of the Wellington 
trams in May 1964 really 
does transition the Museum 
into an exciting new next 
stage.  
 

http://www.wellingtontrams.org.nz/
mailto:info@wellingtontrams.org.nz
mailto:Henry.brittain@outlook.co.nz
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From The President 
 

Where did January go? 
 

As usual it was a busy time for the 
museum with seven day a week 
operations and I must say a big thank 
you to all of those who contributed to 
the running of services, both those at 
the frontline and those in the 
background who ensured that trams 
were serviceable. 
 

As you are well aware, the weather 
was not the best but figures show that 
despite this our overall passenger 
numbers were only slightly down when 
compared with January last year. 
 

Some charters at the end of January, 
after our daily operations ceased, 
certainly helped.   Charters are 
becoming an important part of our 
operations and I encourage all 
members to promote our museum and 
let it be known to friends, neighbours 
and work colleagues, that we are 
always interested in having special 
trips for groups, 
 

The other highlight in January was the 
moving of Tram 17 to the Wairarapa 
for restoration to commence.  Despite 
the weather, the move went smoothly 
and it’s great to see in this Tramlines 
the first of what will become regular 
updates on progress. The next 
challenge is to obtain suitable trucks 
for the tram so we can have it as part 
of our operational fleet. 
 

Looking forward, plans are coming 
together to commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of the closure of the last 
tram routes in Wellington on May 2nd 
1964.   To this end we are working with 

the Museum of Wellington City and 
Sea to hopefully put together a Holiday 
Programme for the school holidays at 
the end of April. 
 

Before then we also have another 
Kapiti Festival in the Park and we will 
be providing transport to those 
attending with our trusty fleet of 
trams.  It will be busy, but if the last 
festival is anything to go by, it will be a 
good fundraiser and marketing 
opportunity for us. You can help us 
make it a success for us – please see 
p.7.   
 

I am looking forward to a great 2014. 

  
 
 
 

NEW TRAMLINES EDITOR – Who’s 
interested – put your hands up, please! 
 
I’m standing down from this role after 
the April 2014 issue, after ten years of 
editing our newsletter. The Board invites 
expressions of interest from anyone who 
would like to take over as Tramlines 
editor. 
 
The main skills are enthusiastic interest in 
what the Museum’s doing, the ability to 
string a few words together, and 
ordinary computer skills.  
 
The Board has confirmed that a regular 
newsletter update like this is still needed, 
but are open to a new style or approach – 
in other words, don’t feel you have to 
keep on following the style/s of the last 
few years. Please contact Henry or me if 
you’d like further information.  

Alan Smith 
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To Note For Your Diary: 

SATURDAY 5th APRIL 
The second KAPITI FESTIVAL  
This will involve many bands and gigs at Whareroa Beach.  We will again (as in March 2012) be 
providing transport for festival punters from and back to the carparks, including temporary ones 
being set up for the day in the equestrian area near the Ranger’s base.   
 
We will need many volunteers for traffic (both tram driving and conducting), shop and support duty 
that day right through until 7pm, especially for handling the expected (based on 2012) crowds after 
the final musical gig when a tram ride is even more wanted when compared with the alternative of a 
1km trudge back to the carpark.  Please contact Robert Vale and tell him you are available: 
Robert.vale@vuw.ac.nz or Ph (home)04 479 0253.    More details on p.7 

 

Left: Passengers boarding tram 239 at 
the Beach at the first Kapiti Festival, 
31

st
 March 2012. 

It was much busier here later in the 
afternoon 

Photo, Iain Hill 

 

SATURDAY 8th and 
SUNDAY 9th MARCH  

Kapiti Aeromodellers Club  
Kapiti Aeromodellers Club will be 
holding its annual rally again at 
their airfield off the road which 
crosses our track just before the 
beach hill. Last year's successful 

event was part of the QE Park anniversary celebrations.  They have invited radio flyers from other 
clubs in the lower North Island and typically get up to 100 pilots registered. The rally is open to the 

mailto:Robert.vale@vuw.ac.nz
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public, to showcase this hobby, in particular to younger people with an interest in construction and 
technology hobbies.  The rally is of course weather dependent, but if the weather is favourable the 
organisers expect a cross section of ultra scale, aerobatic, sport, helicopters, jets, electric propulsion, 
gliders and others. Flying will nominally be from 10am to 5pm each day.   
While this may not attract many extra tram passengers, the request stop at the airfield road crossing 
will be available – so crews please keep an extra lookout. We will be telling our model aviation 
colleagues that trams will be running regularly between the main car parks and this stop, and in 
particular that our shop will be open and will welcome customers for the usual drinks, food and ice-
cream. As with Stables on the Park and with the Festival, it is great to work with these colleagues to 
our mutual benefits. 

 

FRIDAY 30th MAY – MONDAY 2nd JUNE (Queen’s Birthday Weekend) 
FRONZ Conference 
The planning for the Federation of Rail Organisations of NZ (FRONZ) is well underway and about to 
be finalised for registrations to open in April. Featuring in the programme this year will be 
presentations from NZTA on their new Strategy and Response protocols plus of course Operational 
Issues. A must for all of our rail operating members mainline and non-mainline. NZTA have agreed to 
assist conference with a generous sponsorship again this year for which we thank them.  
FRONZ will provide coach transport from Wellington Airport on Friday 30 May to the conference 
venue in Wanganui (with lunch in our Fiducia Centre as part of visits to member sites at Kapiti en 
route), returning on Monday morning 2 June.  
 
The Sunday afternoon cruise on the Paddlesteamer Waimarie is confirmed. We will be visiting the 
local members, our host group SteamRail Wanganui, and Tramways Wanganui Trust.  
 
For more information see www.fronz.org.nz  

http://www.fronz.org.nz/
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Recent Events: 
 

Kids Weekend, 4th & 5th January 
Although the Kids Weekend was affected by 
rain on the Sunday, overall it was a success 
and enjoyed by members. Model trains and 
buses were on display, a bouncy castle gave 
lots of entertainment and the sausage sizzle 
was a major attraction.  This event is now an 
annual feature on our calendar and an 
important fundraising activity. 

 
Discover Kapiti Heritage Day 
Wellington Anniversary Day, 
 Sunday 19th January  
The first of what we hope will be an annual 
"Discover Kapiti Heritage Day" took place on 
the Sunday of Anniversary Weekend. 
 
The heritage group comprises all seven  
Museums from Otaki to the Station Museum 
at Paekakariki. 
 
The Kapiti Coast District Council and a number 
of local sponsors came to the party to help 
with printing, ticketing and advertising costs, 
so there was only a small $200 contribution 
required from each Museum. 
 
Publicity was via a Press advertisement in the 
local paper, Radio advertising, a web site and 
road side hoardings on State Highway 1 and 
feeder roads. 
 

 
Above:  Robert Hatten selling raffle tickets on the 
platform, Discover Kapiti Heritage Day.  

Photographer not advised (Robert Hatten’s 
camera!) 

 
All visitors were issued with a ticket which 
was clipped at each venue. Those with three 
or more clips entered a draw for some very 
nice donated prizes. 
 
It is fair to say that the smaller Museums did 
very well out of the day, while the more well-
known Museums such as ourselves and 
Southwards didn't do quite so well. 
 
WTM put on a BBQ for visitors and other 
venues did teas and scones etc. 
 
Some 650 people participated in the day, 
which in terms of the short lead time and 
limited publicity, was a good result. 
 
A meeting later in February will make a 
decision on whether to repeat the Day next 
year.   Initial reaction would suggest we will. 
  
Overall takings for the day, including about 
$120 from the barbecue (which was all profit), 
were $1011. On the previous day, Saturday 
18th, the team took $787, so the total for the 
two days was $1,851. A very pleasing result 
and many thanks to all of those who helped 
out.  

 

 
Above: The barbecue, Discover Kapiti Heritage 
Day.   

Photo: Robert Hatten 

Members “Thank-you” barbecue  
Sunday 26th January 
A very enjoyable barbecue for members, 
families and friends was held at the Museum 
on Sunday 26th January, to recognise the end 
of our continuous summer running. 
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Wellington Anniversary Day  
- The earth shakes! 

This year Wellington anniversary day was on 
Monday 20th January.  Henry Brittain reports 
on an unscheduled “attraction”:  
 
“Total revenue for the 3-day Anniversary 
Weekend was $2674.20; On Saturday we 
carried 209 passengers on tram 159, Sunday: 
248 passengers on trams 151/159/239, and 
on Monday 186 passengers on tram 151; a 
total for the weekend of 643 passengers. 
  
At 3.59pm on the actual Monday Anniversary 
Day, just as we were taking tram 151 up to 
the backshunt, we had a 6.3 earthquake, so 
we decided to curtail the service and put the 
tram away. I drove down to the beach 

terminus in my car to check the track and 
overhead and to see if there were any 
passengers waiting for the scheduled last 
tram trip return. 
  
There was no damage along the line or in the 
Barn complex. The only impact seems to have 
been that a few DVDs for sale on the top shelf 
in the Kiosk fell off their shelf. 
 
But it was really fascinating to watch the 
overhead network jumping about, and to hear 
the yells of the group of women and children 
who were in the barn when the earthquake 
struck, especially when they all rushed out of 
the building in panic.” 
 
 

 

PASSENGER TRAFFIC STATISTICS FOR THE SUMMER PEAK PERIOD – 
DECEMBER 2013 and JANUARY 2014: 
 
For consistency over time we record December traffic just up to Christmas Eve, and then start January data 
from Boxing Day. 
 
December recorded 728 trips over 10 days (11 days in 2012) which was lower than the average (832) across 
the last 5 years for this period. That makes 5,506 passenger trips since the start of the current financial year (1 
July), with a 33% increase in weekday 
school holiday patronage but a slight 
drop in all other categories. 

 
January was an improvement. Despite 
mediocre weather for much of the 
Kid’s Weekend (4th & 5th January) 
and generally unsettled weather 
through much of the holiday period 
we managed to get our passenger 
journey numbers up to 4487 - within 
2% of last year. The numbers were 
helped by good weather during 
Wellington Anniversary weekend and 
some special hires at the end of 
January after daily operations – which 
went through to Anniversary Day on 
20th January – had ceased.  

 
For the year to date (1st July 2013 to 
31st January 2014) the 9,903 
passenger trips are 4% down on last 
year. We are down on ordinary 
weekend visitors but up in the other categories, namely weekdays, statutory holidays and special charters.  

 

Above: Double-saloons 151 and newly repainted 159 await holiday 
running duties on 6

th
 January 2014 

Photo: Russell Jenkins  
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OPPORTUNITIES –  
LET’S ALL GET BEHIND THE KAPITI FESTIVAL ON 5 APRIL: 

By Alan Smith, Editor  
 
Two years ago in March 2012 the inaugural Kapiti Festival at our beach gave us a huge one-off 
traffic boost – and tested the capacity of our track layout and trams to handle large crowds. From 
this experience we are now closely refining the ways we will manage the opportunities presented 
by the Kapiti Festival this coming April 5th.  These reflect the regular realities of city trams serving 
mass events:  
 
- uneven inbound traffic but a likely “all at once” demand after the musical equivalent of  the 

final whistle blowing;   

- those who have walked from the carpark to the festival at the start of the day may by  day’s 
end realise that taking the tram back could be a better idea; 

- timing a 3-car service to the actual track layout to best effect (no waiting for long periods at 
the loop, etc.);  

- an easy fare structure for passengers, conductors and on-platform ticket sellers; 

- consider having designated temporary tram stops where passengers need them most; 

- dealing with buggies and pushchairs. 

- the equivalent of “Inspectors” knowing what is going on and helping passengers. 

Can you help by volunteering to be there? Please contact Robert Vale (Robert.vale@vuw.ac.nz) 
ph.(home) 04 479 0253) and he can advise you on the opportunities and training requirements 
etc.    
 
We extend a hearty welcome to additions to our operations team - the roles are satisfying, 
responsible but at the same time a lot of fun.  
 
 

TRAM OPERATIONS NOTICE 
The following notice was issued on 26th 
January 2014 by Russell Jenkins, President, 
for the attention of tram operating staff: 
 
“Three new information signs for use by tram 
operating staff for attaching to the clip on 
the Kiosk door have been issued.  They are 
laminated and when the Kiosk is unstaffed 
during operating days, the appropriate sign 
is to be clipped to the Kiosk door. 
 
They are all self explanatory and will ensure 
that visitors are keep informed of what is 
happening.” 

 
 

DONATIONS  Wellington Tramway Museum Inc.  

Registered Charity No. CC38985 
A reminder that all New Zealand donations are eligible 
for a tax refund as a charitable donation.  Receipts will 
be sent (provided we know your address). 
Please send your donation as follows: 

 By post to the Treasurer, WTM, P O Box 2612, 

Wellington, or  

 By direct credit to the Wellington Tramway 

Museum’s ANZ Bank Account   06 – 0501 – 

0075414 – 00.   Please ensure you include sufficient 

details to enable the credit on the bank account to 

be identified. Please also email, or otherwise 

advise, Treasurer Michael Boyton of the donation 

and your address so that a receipt can be sent.  His 

email address is treasurer@wellingtontrams.org.nz 

 

mailto:Robert.vale@vuw.ac.nz
mailto:treasurer@wellingtontrams.org.nz
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THE FLEET  
Tram 17 
After the years of planning starting with the collection of ex Wellington Combination Tram 
17’s body and chassis from Jeep Road, Raumati South, back in 1986, and including the 
preparation of a comprehensive conservation plan, the fund raising, and the calling of 
tenders, Combo 17 left for Gladstone, Wairarapa, on Tuesday January  21st.   The following is 
a photographic essay of the move. 
 

 
 

 
 
  

1.  A week prior to the 
move the tram was 
prepared by reinforcing 
parts of the body which 
had become loose or 
rotten.  Here Greg Lang, 
co-owner of The 
Wheelwright Shop, 
inspects the ceiling of 
the open portion. 

Photo: Trevor Burling    

2. Tuesday 21
st

 January 
dawned a really wet 
and bleak day.  
However the move 
went ahead and here 
our trusty Chev. tower 
wagon is made ready 
to tow No.17 out of 
the barn. 

Photo: Trevor Burling 
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3. Left: Waiting to be craned on to the low loader 
– Tram 17 is sitting temporarily on the Brill 62E 
trucks off Fiducia 250 (dismantled for parts in 
1964).  These of course remain at the museum.  
They are not suitable for Tram 17 which requires 
Brill 22E “Eureka” trucks which have a totally 
different mounting system. 

 

 
4. Right: The two cranes positioning tram 17 on to the low 
loader. Almost 40 years earlier Collins Cranes were 
frequently on site delivering our trams and carrying out 
other heavy tasks for us.               
 

 
5. Left: Departing the Museum  
   
 
 

 
 

6. Right:  Between Greytown and Carterton.  The 
weather is no better!  

 

 
 
 
 
7. Left: Safe arrival at Gladstone – backing 
into the workshop 
 

Photos this page: Keith McGavin 
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TRAM 17, continued: 
 
Trevor Burling and Colin Dash made the first 
of what will be many regular inspection visits 
to the Wheelwright Shop on February 5th.   
 
Trevor reports: 
“We were able to assist Greg Lang by 
identifying the bits and pieces for 17 and 
point out where they go.  
 
Greg and his mate have taken off the ceiling 
panels of both the saloon and open sections. 
This reveals that the underside of the 
clerestory roof is as good as the day it was 
built. Even in the Saloon section (the original 

1904 box car bit) the bolts fitted when new 
are still shiny with black paint and will be able 
to be retained as is.  
 
Some of the ceiling panels have delamination, 
but may be able to be repaired. Greg has 
already removed some of the rotted pillars in 
the saloon area and has been able to assess 
what needs to be repaired or replaced. Greg 
will try where possible to retain original 
components and use new timber only where 
necessary. 
 
The wiring is now completely visible and we 
can determine where it is attached which will 
assist with assessing the amount of new 

8. At Gladstone - lowered using 
jacks, off the low loader and into 
the building.  
 

  
 
 

9.  ……..Leaving time for a cup 
of tea and some reflection on 
the day’s success. 
 

Photos, this page: Keith 
McGavin 
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wiring to be installed as the tram goes back 
together. 
 
Because No 17 was, after being taken out of 
city service in 1947, turned into a seaside 
bach, regrettably a lot of the original fittings 
and components were removed and we have 
no record of them. Fortunately as we have 
been collecting together bits and pieces for 
17, it has become apparent that many of the 
practices used on the Combos were carried 
over to the double saloons such as door 
fittings, open section grab handles and 
destination boxes etc. The combos were 
eventually retro fitted with route number 
boxes of which we have a few. This has made 
our job a bit easier, as the restoration 
objective is to return 17 to its 1947 condition 
– a shiny and fresh version of that condition, 
though! However we will still need to solve a 
few mysteries as they arise.” 

 
 
 
Fiducia 260: 
  

 
 

It’s always interesting to remember that 260 
and 17 never operated together, with 260 still 
under construction until some five years after 
the Combo’s withdrawal. 
 
On the body preparations are being made for 
spray painting – all fittings such as mirrors and 
handrails are being removed.  Imperfections 
in the exterior are being worked on. 
 
Marlene Wilson has had some authentic 
internal signage (such as “Smoking rear of this 
notice only”) made up – they look great. 
 
Preparation of components for the trucks 
continues, as does work on the magnetic 
brakes. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Double Saloon 159: 
Newly repainted 159 had its first day since 
July 2013 in ordinary passenger service on 
31st December and has been in use regularly 
from that date. She looks great (see photo 
P.6) 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Colin Dash working on the brake bar hangers 
on the trucks for 260. 

Photo: Russell Jenkins 
 

Left: Progress on winding the first of four 
magnetic track brakes for tram 260, 1

st
 

February 2014  Photo: Allan Neilson 

Paid your membership subscription for 2014 

yet? 

If not, we look forward to receiving your sub. 

before long. 

 

Forms have been distributed but if you didn’t 

receive yours, or need a replacement, please 

contact Henry Brittain (04 476 4155) or email 

info@wellingtontrams.org.nz 
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Above: Three “Fiducias” in the workshop, 8

th
 January 2014.  From left 260 (under restoration), 238 and 239.   

We are unique in New Zealand in having several trams of the same type meaning the potential to create 
interesting and realistic reconstructed scenes.  In the cities of course many if not most trams seen day to day 
would be of the same or similar types.  That’s Murray Gibson (left) and Colin Dash working on one of the 
trucks for 260 in the foreground.       Photo: Russell Jenkins 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Left:  Tram 207 had a 
rare excursion 
outside the tram 
barn on 29

th
 

December, in 
connection with 
Tram 17 moving 
preparations. 
 
Photo: Iain Hill     
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AROUND THE SITE 
Overhead: 
The opportunity was taken on January 21st, 
while the Collins cranes were on site to lift 
Combo 17, to position two further ex-
railways’ poles in the new holes ready for the 
replacement of poles 18 and 19 at what older 
members will remember as “Little’s lurch”.  
 

For everyone – please do be vigilant about 
our site. Recently a member of the public 
reported one of the barn doors swinging 
open, and the driveway entry chain not in 
place. No damage fortunately – but site 
security really is an absolute.  

 
Buildings: 
Waterproofing to the barn west wall gutter.       

  
Above: Robert Hatten at work waterproofing, 
24

th
 January 2014.                  

Photo: Colin Dash 
 

AROUND THE PARK: 
Noted in the latest Friends of Queen Elizabeth Park 
Newsletter: 
  
Ten years ago a local pressure group with support 
from parts of KCDC pushed very hard for a motor 
racing track in the Park. The Community said NO. 
As a result GWRC established the Friends as a link 
with the community and the track proposal died.   
After this the Friends together with GW started to 
fund raise and gained $200,000 in competitive 
grants for a big programme of planting and 
restoration (200,000 plants in 10 years). Streams 
were protected; a rare dune forest remnant was 
protected and extended; wetlands were 
established and the rare dunes restored and 
protected. The work extended beyond plantings, 
with a successful campaign to save the 100 year 
old barn (now Stables in the Park) with a huge in-

kind effort by local volunteers. In December 2012 
the Friends won the Community Partnerships 
Encore award with a citation that read “The 
Friends have been protecting and restoring the 
Park’s valuable ecosystems for nearly a decade. 
Their strong leadership and advocacy has 
contributed to Queen Elizabeth Park’s 
environmental, conservation and recreational 
values”.  
  
During last year’s Park anniversary celebrations a 
plaque was unveiled and blessed by Ngati Toa 
Rangatira to commemorate the planting of 60 
Kahikatea and six Totara trees (one for each 
decade). Another project is the Jubilee Bird Hide 
situated in the wetlands which was formally 
opened on January 18. We are very grateful to all 
our sponsors (listed on the Hide) for their support 
and to Wayne Boness of GWRC for his 
considerable assistance.  
 
As to the future:  we are working with NZTA and 
GWRC to finally develop our concept of a Family 
Friendly bike track from Paekakariki to Raumati. 
This will provide a facility that hundreds of bikers 
have been asking for. Meanwhile, for vehicles with 
more then 2 wheels, the Friends draw attention to 
the SPORT WELLINGTON BUGGY WALK from the 
Mackays Crossing Entrance on Thursday 13th 
February 10.30am-12noon. Take a wander along 
the Pukeko Path, then across the stables and along 
Whareroa stream returning via part of the inland 
track. Check www.buggywalk.co.nz for more 
details.  

 

PEOPLE: 
 

Model of Horse Tram by Syd Blake 

 
Above: A lovely horse tram model made by Mr 
Syd Blake and now on display in the Museum – a 
real beauty!  Photo: Russell Jenkins 
 
 

http://www.buggywalk.co.nz/
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Gus Weir reports an interesting passenger 
encounter towards the end of last year.  
 
“While doing the last trip of my shift at the 
Trams a week or two ago a couple of Oz 
passengers asked if I would do them a favour. 
The lady had bubble pack parcel in her hand 
which had a red blob sticking out of it. I 
agreed with some reticence, so she extracted 
a garden gnome from the package and asked 
me to hold it (him) [I found out later his name 
is Norm the gnome from Coffs Harbour] up to 
the windscreen of the tram whilst her husband 
took a picture from outside.  Seemingly they 
had nicked the gnome from a friend's garden 
as they left Coffs Harbour on their way to N Z 
and were taking pics and sending them to 
their friend to show where the gnome was 
going to on his holiday. Later they asked me to 
have my picture taken with the gnome, that's 
the one attached! an "exciting" end to a good 
busy day!!”  
 

 
Above: Gus with the aforesaid (very small) gnome 
which is sitting on 239’s controller.      

(Photo supplied) 
 

 

Russian Tram Enthusiast 

 
Above: Iain Hill met two Russian visitors, 
Teodore Chernousov and his wife Anatasia 
from the tramway enthusiast community of St. 
Petersburg, at the Tramway on 19th January. 
The website links to the museum that Teodore 
is involved with are: 
www.retro.tramvaj.ru/    and 
www.retrobus.ru   

Photo: Iain Hill 

Warren Ditchfield 
Does anyone know where Warren Ditchfield can 
be contacted? Warren was a member of WTM in 
the 1970’s and then went to Australia with his 
family. (In December 1978 he was noted in the 
Newsletter as being in charge of site and building 
maintenance.) Present whereabouts unknown - 
can anybody help with his address etc. 

 

Tramlines 

Is the bi-monthly newsletter for members of the Wellington Tramway Museum Inc. Its aim is 
to keep members in touch with practical notices and the details of current developments – it 
is deliberately kept modest in style and does not aim to compete with Tramway Topics, our 
journal of historical and general tramway record, or our Website which is our instantly-
updated Museum fact resource and notice to the wider world. Contributions and notes 
welcomed.  
  

 

Text compiled by Alan Smith alanesmith@xtra.co.nz  ph 566-3034, and formatted by Keith 
McGavin, 10/2/14. The next issue is due out in EARLY APRIL. 

http://www.retro.tramvaj.ru/
http://www.retrobus.ru/
mailto:alanesmith@xtra.co.nz

