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First mainline tram movement under power for eight months – details inside 
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 11Kv CIRCUIT BREAKER, INSTALLED AND WITH CABLES CONNECTED  THE NEW

Above: RPS Switchgear Ltd. delivered the new circuit breaker on 9
th

 September and here it is installed in the 
substation.  Wiring work since arrival includes work by Electra installing and connecting the input and output 
11Kv cables.  This unit replaces the gear destroyed by lightning on 18

th
 January. 

Photo: Keith McGavin, 5
th

 October 2016 

Cover Photos: 21
st

 September saw test runs down the line (although not over the hill) using a borrowed 
motor-generator set as power source.  Tram 151 was the first tram under power on the main line since 18

th
 

January. See page 13 for details.         Photos: Allan Neilson   
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From The President, Russell Jenkins 

As I write this, my last “From the President”, the new switch has been installed and the 11Kv supply 

connected to it.  However, there are still more tests and some minor work to be done before the power 

is switched on. 

It has been a frustrating time for the Museum since the electrical damage in January but during the 

“down time” a lot of good work has been done. 

Special thanks go to Allan Neilson and all of those members who have worked with him on the various 

projects undertaken. When the power is finally turned on, our Museum will have a traction power supply 

that has been upgraded to meet the current standards. Dare I say, this would not have happened if the 

lightning hadn’t damaged the old switch. 

Our next challenge is to get “BACK IN BUSINESS” and let the people of the Wellington Region know 

that the Trams are now running again at Queen Elizabeth Park.  

I encourage all members to spread the word and look to give some time towards helping with our 

regular museum operations. A lot of fun and enjoyment can be gained from being a part of regular 

operations team. We always need people in the shop as well as around the museum to talk to visitors 

and make them welcome. 

Keep up with happenings via the Museum Website and the Facebook Page and share the postings on 

Facebook with friends and relations. By doing this, we get our message spread around. 

The other event that all members need to be aware of is the AGM in November. The official notice is 

included with this edition of Tramlines. I encourage ALL members to attend this meeting and to 

participate in the process of electing officers to manage the Museum during the next 12 months. 

Further to my column in the last Tramlines, and my comment at the start, I am standing down as 

President but plan to continue to be active and put my energies into the operational side of the 

organisation. 

A lot has happened since I was elected as President in 2012 and I know that whoever my successor is, 

this progress will continue. 

Finally, another reminder - keep yourself and friends up to date with Tramway happenings and 

upcoming events, by checking out the Wellington Tramway Museum Facebook Page. 

That’s it from me. 

 
 

Important Notice 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING : 5 NOVEMBER 2016 

Attached to this edition of Tramlines is the formal notice of our forthcoming AGM to be held 
on Saturday 5 November, plus the minutes of the 2015 AGM and nomination forms for 
elected positions. 

Reports from Officers will be circulated as they come to hand, before the meeting. 

Apologies and nominations should be received by the Secretary by 30 October forwarded to 

henry.brittain@outlook.co.nz 

mailto:henry.brittain@outlook.co.nz
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From our retiring Patron 

The Museum has received the following message from our Celia Wade-Brown who is not 

standing for re-election as the Mayor of Wellington, and is stepping down as co-patron: 

Kia ora Russell Jenkins 

It has been an honour to serve Wellington Tramway Museum as your co-patron during my time as 
Mayor. I’ve enjoyed supporting your organisation and being a part of the wonderful things you do for 
our city which contribute to Wellington’s vibrancy, culture and diversity. 

As you may know, I decided not to run again for the Wellington Mayoralty so I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank you for the contribution you make to the City. 

 During my time as Mayor, Council has made some bold decisions and achieved major milestones. We 
have established the Wellington Regional Economic Development Agency to focus on the growth and 
opportunities across the region. We are a member of the 100 Resilient Cities programme working to 
strengthen our resilience to acute shocks and chronic stresses.  We have secured a site for the Movie 
Museum and Convention Centre. In addition to this, we have introduced a living wage for all council 
staff, CCO Employees, security and cleaning contractors. 

 Our international connections have strengthened. Most recently, we signed a sister city agreement 
with Canberra and welcomed the first direct ‘Capital Express’ Singapore Airlines flight to support 
increased tourism, trade and political exchange between the two capitals.  Many Mayors attended the 
New Zealand-China Mayoral forum in our sister city Xiamen in 2016, where we promoted Wellington’s 
education opportunities and opened a New Zealand section in the Seashine Supermarket chain to 
support local exporters.  

 Wellington’s high-tech sector continues to flourish and Council has established the Collider tech-hub 
where entrepreneurs collaborate on new ideas and projects. The Government has also invested in the 
ICT Graduate School in Wellington. Together, this is feeding our thriving technology eco-system. 

 Wellington again secured the top rank as a great place to live, according to our residents in the 2016 
Quality of Life survey in no small part because of the wealth of events hosted, such as the World War 
100 Commemorations, the City’s 150th anniversary, the New Zealand Festival, the Edinburgh Tattoo, 
CubaDupa and WOW®. It’s no wonder that in 2015, Vogue called us the ‘Coolest Little City in the 
World’.    

 My plan is to qualify as a teacher of English as a second language this year, and to walk Te Araroa in 
2017. I’ll spend my last night as Mayor at 14 Hours Homeless, raising money for the homeless. If you’d 
like to contribute, please visit https://dcm2016.everydayhero.com/nz/celia.   

JUST A FEW REMAINING COPIES ARE AVAILABLE OF: 

“WELLINGTON TRAMWAY MUSEUM THE FIRST FIFTY YEARS 1965 – 2015” 

by Keith McGavin 

Price: (postage & packing included) New Zealand $19.00, Australia NZ$25.00 UK/USA NZ$30.00  

To order: 

Internet Banking: Name, and reference “50 years” & pay to WTM Account 06 0501 0075414 00 

Plus email your address (if we do not know it) to info@wellingtontrams.org.nz,      or 

By cheque, Visa / Mastercard by posting cheque, or card details, to Treasurer, WTM, P.O. Box 342, 

Motueka 7143, New Zealand.   or 

Pick up a copy at the Museum kiosk ($15.00).   ACT NOW.  IT MAY SOON BE TOO LATE!   

https://www.teararoa.org.nz/
https://dcm2016.everydayhero.com/nz/celia
mailto:info@wellingtontrams.org.nz
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OUR PEOPLE – Membership Secretary 

Stepping Down – Gus Weir 
 
After many years of carrying out the duties of Membership Secretary, Gus Weir has decided to stand 
down at the ripe old age of 86.   
 
Membership Secretary is one of those important but unheralded positions that form an integral 
component of our Museum. Gus has been an admirable Secretary and we are very grateful to him 
for carrying out these duties. 
 
We thank both Gus and wife Win for their stewardship of this position. 
 

Stepping Up – Robert Hatten 
 
Gus is replaced as Membership Secretary by Robert Hatten who has willingly volunteered to take 
over these duties. 

COMING EVENTS   

Annual General Meeting 

Saturday 5th November – see page 4  

Christmas Dinner – members and friends 

Saturday 10th December 

Once again it will be held at the Boundary Tap & Kitchen – Raumati Beach.   

Arrival time 6:00 PM, with seating no later than 6:30 with orders taken soon after.    

A notice will be posted in the Palace for members to fill in with the number/s attending.  

You can alternatively email me at missmawilson2@gmail.com no later than 6th December. 

 

MUSEUM CHARGES -reminder 

To all tram crews: 

Don’t forget the following new pricing structure that will implemented once we resume normal 

operations.   All charges include Museum entry plus tram rides as shown: 

 

All day (i.e. return tram ride plus unlimited complimentary additional tram rides on same day) 

Adult      $12.00 

Child (aged 5 and over), $6.00 

Family (up to 2 adults plus up to 3 children aged 5 or over)     $30.00  

One way trip only (includes Museum entry)  

Adult    $6.00  

Child aged 5 or over.   $3.00 

Accompanied children aged under 5 are carried free of charge. 

Those not requiring a tram ride but wishing to view the Museum – a gold coin donation 

 

mailto:missmawilson2@gmail.com
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OUR TRAVERSER    information prepared by Alan Smith 

Wellington Tramway Museum (WTM) is communicating with the wider museums and heritage 

community across New Zealand to see if there is any interest in finding a new home for its disused 

railway traverser which is also an interesting relic of the First World War - and a possibly unique 

survivor in New Zealand of the post-war reparations. 

The relic is a Krupps-built “traverser” for moving railway wagons sideways between parallel tracks. 

Fully set out (see photo) the traverser would occupy an area of 8.3m x 5.3m, the wheels being of 

700mm diameter. It is 

understood to have come to New 

Zealand as a post-war 

“reparation” from Germany, and 

was used at the NZ Co-Op Dairy 

Co’s Fryatt Quay cool store at 

Cornwell St on the Wellington 

wharves until the 1970s. In 1979 

the then Wellington Harbour 

Board gifted it to WTM; the idea 

was to install it as part of the 

depot layout at the Queen 

Elizabeth Park, Paekakariki site 

of the Museum. Installation did 

not happen and the traverser has 

been found to have no functional 

use at other New Zealand 

tramway museums. It is fitted with 4’8.5” and 3’6” gauge tracks and if any museum is interested in it 

as a piece of rail equipment or as a WW1 artefact - or both - then WTM welcomes enquiries. 

WTM believes that its interest now lies in its World War I provenance; as possibly the only remaining 

artefact in NZ which was a post-Treaty of Versailles (1919) war reparations piece of equipment. The 

main wheels show clearly the “Fried. Krupp AG Magdeburg” casting. Where in Germany it was 

originally located; how it came to be included in the reparations schedule; why it ended up in New 

Zealand (where it had to be adapted to fit our different rail gauge) - these are just some of the 

aspects of this traverser yet to be fully researched from archives. 

WTM is engaging with Museums Aotearoa and with the wider historical community about finding a 

new home for the traverser. It could be that only parts of it e.g. the marked Krupp wheels, end up 

being preserved; or that it forms part of a creative artwork rather than part of a technology exhibit.  

WTM genuinely wants the century-old traverser to go to a new owner who appreciates its 

provenance and its value as part of our World War I heritage. 

If any member can help with contacting a prospective new owner meeting these criteria please contact 

Alan Smith or a Board Member. 

 

 
The Krupps traverser in the car-park adjacent to the Tramway 
Museum shortly after its arrival at the Museum in 1979. 
     Photo: Mike Flinn 
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HISTORICAL CORNER         by Henry Brittain 

In this issue of “Historical Corner” Henry tells us about some of the insignia worn as part of 

their uniforms by Wellington City Corporation Tramways staff. 

 

The Wellington Tramway system was structured into three main groups of staff, 

Management, Traffic and Workshop.  Management and Workshop staff did not require 

any formal identification in carrying out their duties. However Traffic staff, the biggest group 

and who were constantly working in the public arena, had a hierarchal system that reflected 

their level of responsibility. 

The hierarchy was, Chief Inspector, Inspector, Motorman and Conductor. The Chief 

Inspector was in charge of the overall operations of the Traffic staff, an Inspector was in 

charge of each shift including overseeing staffing, dispatch and rostering requirements, and 

there were also roving Inspectors checking the trams re fare paying passengers and any 

other on road activities that may arise. The motorman was in charge of the tramcar and 

oversaw the duties of the conductor. 

To allow staff to be identified to the public they were required to wear badges of rank. 

The majority of badges were worn on the employees’ hats - however in the early days of the 

system the motif “WCCT” was worn on the lapel plus, later, on long service badges.  In 

addition to Tramway Insignia, as a uniform organisation, members who were eligible were 

entitled to wear a ribbon bar to recognise Military Service awards. 

 

On the following page is a layout of insignia used by Wellington City Tramways. 

 

1. Lapel badge WCCT used in early days of the system 

2. Shoulder flash worn by Chief Inspector 

3. Hat badge inscribed Chief Inspector 

4. Hat badge, inscribed Inspector 

5. Word, Motorman worn above employee identity number on hat. 

6. Word, Conductor worn above employee identity number on hat. 

7. Selection of three uniform buttons, all having WCCT on raised letters. 

8. Lapel Badge inscribed, W.C.Tramways, for service. 

9. Lapel Badge inscribed with a 15 denoting years of service with Tramways 

10. Hat badge with employee personal identity number 

11. Lapel badge, later edition of employee personal identity number 

12. WCCT, ex Tramway Association 

13. Brass button inscribed Cairo Tramways. Souvenir of WCCT employee who was 

stationed in Egypt with the NZEF in 1915 prior to deployment in Europe. 
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Historical Corner, cont. 

Wellington tramways uniform insignia (key on previous page) 

 

1

 2 

3  4 

 5  6 

 7  8  9

 

  4 

  4 

 10

 

  4 

  4 

 11

 

  4 

  4 

 12

 

  4 

  4 

 13

 

  4 

  4 
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TRAM 17 RESTORATION – UPDATE             by Keith McGavin 

 
Above: Interior of the saloon on 19

th
 August.  Work well advanced with the longitudinal seats being 

constructed.         Photo: Keith McGavin 

 

Reconstruction of the saloon and open portions 

has proceeded quickly over the past three months 

and by the end of August had been completed, 

pending re-uniting the various sections together 

on the chassis and wiring.  Work is now 

commencing on the chassis, firstly by 

test-attaching various components to ensure that 

everything fits.   

 
Trucks: 

Detailed plans of the required new (replica) Brill 

22E trucks have now mostly been completed.  

These will incorporate motors ex Melbourne and 

use ex-Wellington wheels and axle boxes. Most of 

the other components will be new though some 

parts of the trucks ex Bendigo will be utilised, 

either within the truck or as patterns for new 

parts. 

 
Sliding door surrounds inside the saloon 
showing some intricate timber work. 

Photo: Keith McGavin 
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AROUND THE SITE AND DOWN THE LINE      by Mike Flinn 

Power Supply: 

 
Above: Delivery while the rain comes down!  The new 11Kv circuit breaker and switching unit is shown being 
unloaded at the Tramway Museum on 9

th
 September.    Photo: Keith McGavin

   

A lot of progress has been made towards the reinstatement of power supplies for the Museum’s 

tram line. In the substation much wiring work has been done in preparation for the new circuit 

breaker and drainage work in the substation pit has included the installation of a submersible pump. 

RPS Switchgear Ltd. has 

completed manufacturing and 

has now delivered the new 

circuit breaker, which 

incorporates the replacement 

metering transformer 

equipment. On Wednesday 

28th September an Electra 

crew was on site and made 

improvements to the 11KV 

power lines and did the 

necessary cable joint work to 

link the lines to the new circuit 

breaker.  By the end of the 

day testing work was under 

way but further testing and 

line reconnection work is still 

needed before power supply 

can be restarted for tram operation.  

STOP PRESS – latest electrical progress 

 
Above: 6

th
 October – Grahame Kitchen views the illuminated lights on 

the remote control installation in the “Palace” tearoom. Power (230v) 
fed through for the first time.      Photo: Allan Neilson  
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Around the site and down the Line, cont. 

Photos of the Electrical Installation work 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Inside the new circuit breaker – wiring in progress, 

14
th

 September.    Photo: Keith McGavin 

 
Above: A shroud has been built and installed by 
Steve Porter, over the 500 volt output terminals of 
the transformer, to better meet safety standards and 
further protect them from the weather. 

Photo: Mike Flinn, 21st September 

 
Above: Electra staff jointing the underground 11Kv 
cables. 

Photo: Russell Jenkins, 28
th

 September 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Above: Inside the 500 volt high speed breaker cabinet. 
This breaker is currently being renovated and improved 
by Allan Neilson assisted by others. 5

th
 October.  

Photo: Keith McGavin 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Above: Filling the hole, now that cable jointing is 
complete.  Colin Dash and Steve Porter are operating 
the new tipping tray. 

Photo: Keith McGavin, 5
th

 October 
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Around the site and 

down the Line, cont. 

Due to the long delay 

in obtaining the new 

circuit breaker it was 

decided in August to 

borrow from Malcolm 

Little a trailer mounted 

motor generator set 

which produces 600 

volts D.C.  This unit, 

originally owned by the 

late Ian Little of Foxton 

Trolleybus Museum, 

comprises a diesel 

engine connected to an 

ex-trolleybus motor 

which is used as a 

generator.  The unit 

has been used 

previously to provide 

power for trolleybuses 

and was delivered to 

the Museum on 24th 

August.   It can be 

used to move trams 

around.  It took a 

period of time to 

improve some wiring 

to meet regulatory 

requirements and for 

reliable operation.  

However on 21st 

September double- 

saloon tram 151 was 

pumped up and made 

two proving runs to the loop (see cover photos) using the generator. This was followed with a trip by 

Fiducia tram 239.   

By this time delivery of the new circuit breaker was imminent and subsequent focus has been on 

installing it and getting the long term power supply set up and tested. 

In advance of the test runs using 151 all the depot track and the running lines set in grassed areas 

(up to pole 10) had the rail tops cleared and the rail grooves cleaned out. 

 

 
Above: Arrival of Malcolm Little’s trailer-borne motor generator set at the 
Museum on 24

th
 August     Photo: Mike Flinn 

 
Above: Later the same day, 24

th
 August, tram 151 takes a peek outside the Barn - 

the first tram to draw power from the overhead since the eighteenth of January!
         Photo: Russell Jenkins 
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Around the site and down the Line, cont. 

Currently it is hoped that our permanent tram power supply can be restored before the end of 

October.  This depends on all tests being met and our other electrical equipment which has not 

been powered up since 18th January also testing up to standard. 

Track and Corridor 

The point re-sleepering project outside the kiosk has now been completed with ballast being filled 

up to rail top level after packing of ballast under the sleepers was finished. 

 
Above: On 31

st
 August tram 239 was shunted, using the Museum’s “Tug” as motive power, over the newly 

re-sleepered and re-ballasted point-work outside the kiosk.  This was to check that the ballast packing was 
effective. Photo: Mike Flinn    

The top cover of grass and earth on 
the filled in section of track between 
poles 2 and 6 has been removed 
between and just outside the rails 
because the ground level was been 
slowly rising above rail height in 
several sections. Replacement soil will 
soon be delivered and levelled to be 
just below rail head height. 

The overhead bracket support on pole 
59 rusted through and a new support 
has been made and fitted and a new 
bracket and overhead fittings put up 
as part of the replacement work. An 
inspection has identified that further 
work is needed on pole 61 before tram 
operation can proceed past the top of 
the hill and this upgrade is currently 
partly completed. 

 
Above: Part of the area from which the top cover of grass and earth 
has been removed to prevent it from fouling the underside of 
trams’ motors etc. as they pass. 

Photo: Mike Flinn, 5
th

 October 2016 
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Around the site and down the Line, cont. 

Trams 

Tram 159:  Window work has been completed and the saloon windows have been reinstalled. 
Rubbing down of the side panels below the side windows has been done but some of the old paint 
has resulted in blisters forming on the new primer paint coat so further rubbing down has been 
necessary which has held up progress. Nevertheless on 5th October the first final coats were applied 
to one side of the tram with very pleasing results. 

 
Above: From left Bernhard Riddering, Ted Kendal 
and Russell Jenkins applying a first top coat of red to 
double saloon 159 on 5

th
 October.  

Photo: Mike Flinn 

 

Tram 260:  This tram remains parked over the pit 
in the workshop while work on the air system is 
completed and waiting for the power supply to be 
reinstated before re-commissioning can be 
completed.  Some door setting work has been 
done and the air system work is continuing.  

Other Items: 
Tipping Trailer: Colin Dash has fabricated a tipping 
tray which can be fitted into the trailer. This tray is 
lifted from the front of the trailer through a winch 
mounted on a mast bolted to the front of the 
trailer chassis.  

 
Above: The tipping tray in operation on 31

st
 August, 

topping up ballast to top of rail level. This was the final 
stage of resleepering this point, adjacent to the kiosk. 

Photo: Keith McGavin 
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Around the site and down the Line, cont. 

It was tested by moving ballast to the point outside 
the Kiosk and has been further used to bring sand 
to fill the hole outside the transformer compound 
after the cable jointing was completed. It certainly 
reduces the amount of members’ energy formerly 
needed to unload the trailer. The trailer has been 
repainted and both the trailer and tipping tray 
when not in use are now housed in the Storage 
Building. 

Roof on Sprinkler Container:   (See photo 

above by Keith McGavin, 9th September 

2016.) A tarpaulin has been used to prevent 

leaks in the roof of the fire sprinkler 

container for several years. Steve Porter has 

now replaced this with a sloping iron roof 

using material bought years ago for this job 

together with other material available on 

site.  

Track Components Storage:   

Storage of track components such as screw spikes, fishplates etc. is being moved from scattered 

locations into a centralised location under cover where they are being properly sorted. The location 

is the rear portion of the transformer shelter. 

New Water Tap:  A new water tap has been installed by Mike Vash outside the North Eastern 
corner of the Palace primarily for containing any outside fires near the incinerator but it will be 
handy for many other jobs as the nearest taps were at the north end of the workshop or at the 
western side of the sprinkler water storage tanks in the compound. 

 

 

 “Tramlines” is the bi-monthly newsletter for members of the Wellington Tramway Museum Inc.  

Its aim is to keep members in touch with practical notices and the details of current developments 

and will also include occasional articles on matters of historic tramway interest.   

Please also see our website and Facebook page which are our instantly-updated Museum fact 

resource and notice to the wider world. Contributions and notes welcomed.    

Contact details are on page 3. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Above: Some of the track components stored and being 
sorted in the rear portion of the new transformer shelter. 

Photo: Keith McGavin, 5
th

 October   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


