
 

Wellington “Small Palace” No.86 arrives at the Museum 
 

On 23rd February we greeted the arrival of Wellington “Small Palace” tram No. 86 which, 

probably since the 1930’s, has been cocooned inside the outer walls of a small sleep-out 

at Te Marua, north of Wellington, not far from the Rimutaka Hill. 
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FROM THE CAMERA OF 

JAMES PATERSON, U.S.A. 
 

Another classic photograph from James Paterson’s collection from the late 1950’s. We 
will continue to include photos from James’ collection as space allows. 

 
It’s nearly 2.15pm by the clock on James Smith’s Corner and a well-filled and pleasantly clean 

double-saloon tram, No.188, carefully negotiates the curve from Manners Street/Courtenay 

Place into Lower Cuba Street.  The motorman is peering into his rear-vision mirror for any sign 

of the pole de-wiring, and the traffic officer has left the sanctuary of his small pad in the centre 

of the junction and is gazing at the pole as it approaches the boom switch in the overhead.  

Passengers are probably oblivious to this minor drama. 

 

For a short period all trams which would normally have travelled via Manners Street, Willis 

Street and Lambton Quay to the station were, due to track work, diverted via the lesser used 

Lower Cuba Street route. It seems, judging from evidence in other photographs and the care 

being taken by this motorman, that dewirements while making this turn were common-place.  
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FROM STEVE PORTER’S WORKBENCH 
 

April 2018 

What an amazing period! We have recovered the body of Tram 86 (see articles elsewhere in this 

issue), 151 has had the first of six body side panels replaced, operations have returned good 

financial results (as well as many satisfied customers), and we have brought to site heaps of 

overhead components. The latter are being sorted, catalogued, and stored, an arduous job that is 

being conducted in various parts of the rear part of our site. 

To cap off all the above activity on Wednesday 4th April we moved the four Fiducia trams and two 

of our Double Saloons.  207 is now on the north end of road 6. We will shortly commence an 

assessment of what is required to restore 207 and start the preparation of the mechanical and 

electrical aspects of a Conservation Plan as well as reviewing the already written heritage part of 

it. 

 
A key part of a busy 4

th
 April: Double-saloon No.207 is moved into the workshop for restoration 

assessment and documentation, and sorting of parts. Double-saloons Nos. 151 and 159 can be seen in the 
background on Road 5 (159 right inside the workshop).         Keith McGavin photo 

 

The opportunity to pose 260, 239, 238 and 235 for photographs on roads 4, 3, 2, and 1 was taken. 

It was felt by some that we may not get another chance to do so for some time as we will in the 

midterm be moving 238 or 235 to the storage building. 

While the tram rearrangement was being conducted, and to make room for 207 on road 6, we 

moved the Driver’s Cab mock up into the rear of road 3. 

The extra efforts that so many members have put in over this very busy period are appreciated.  

My thanks to every one of you. 

Steve Porter 

President 

Tram 207 moves into the workshop 
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NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS AND 

VOLUNTEERS 
Welcome to new members: 

Perdita Bentall, of Waikanae (Jim’s wife); 

Helen Neilson, of Khandallah (Allan’s daughter); 

and also to  

Howard Anderson, of Patea, - welcome back as a 

returning member. 

We hope you gain much satisfaction and 

pleasure from your membership of the 

Wellington Tramway Museum. 

 

Obituaries: 

Marlene Wilson: 

 

 
Above: Marlene touching up the apron of tram 

159 during its repaint. 27
th

 November 2013. 

Keith McGavin photo 

As reported briefly in the last issue just as it 

went to press, Marlene Wilson died on 30th 

January. 
 

Museum members were saddened to learn of 

her death, which occurred after a period of ill 

health. 

 

Marlene joined the Museum in 2013 and very 

quickly got involved in Museum activities. Her 

forté was customer focussed and she very 

quickly involved herself in the kiosk and its 

management. 

 

A tireless worker she was always on the look- 

out for new enterprises to advance the 

Tramway. She was instrumental in organising 

many functions, both for Museum members 

and for the various parties who hired out the 

Fiducia Centre.  Her interest in marketing the 

Museum culminated in her being elected 

initially to the Board and then to the position 

of Vice-President Marketing and Operations 

which she held until health related issues 

forced her to relinquish these positions.  

Above: The kiosk interior after refurbishment in 
2015 organised and largely carried out by 
Marlene.        Keith McGavin photo    
 

A person who had strong likes and dislikes and 

was quite outspoken, Marlene nevertheless 

always strived to work in the best interests of 

the Tramway Museum and her presence and 

contributions are sadly missed. 

Henry Brittain 
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Obituaries, continued 

Dennis White: 

Although better known as the proud owner of 

an ex Wellington City Transport bus, Dennis 

was nevertheless an active and keen 

supporter of the Museum since joining in 

2008. 

The grandson and son of Wellington Tramway 

motormen, as third generation, Dennis was 

brought up in family whose life revolved 

around trams and buses. He subsequently 

joined the Council as a driver on both diesel 

and trolley buses. 

After a period there and with other local bus 

operators, Dennis purchased a withdrawn City 

Transport bus and together with a car, set up 

a driving school for both heavy and light 

vehicles. He subsequently disposed of the bus 

and concentrated on teaching car drivers.  

He later brought another bus and used this 

mostly on school charters. 

An outgoing person, Dennis was always willing 

to offer assistance with his bus and it was 

often available at various tramway functions 

when extra transport was required. 

Dennis died suddenly on 10 February 2018 

and his death came as a great shock to all 

those who knew him. 

Below is a photo of Dennis driving his 

immaculately restored AEC bus, number 358 

in late 2017 on Cobham Drive. 

 

Henry Brittain 

 

 
The late Dennis White driving his restored AEC bus No.358 along Cobham Drive, Wellington, in late 2017.  
Inset top left is a closer view of Dennis.      Allan Neilson photo 
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SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING 

REPORT (re overhead fittings) 
A Special General Meeting was held in the 
Fiducia Centre on Saturday 24 February 2018 
under the provisions of Section 7c of our 
Constitution, to consider a proposal that the 
Museum take out a loan for an amount of 
$25,000. This would allow us to purchase from 
the Wellington Cable Car Company Limited 
(WCCL) (the Company responsible for the 
maintenance of the recently closed 
Wellington trolleybus overhead network) their 
entire stock of unused and recovered 
overhead fittings, all now surplus to 
requirements.  Sixteen members were 
present. 
 
This was a once in a life time opportunity to 
acquire new overhead fittings, not only for the 
Wellington Tramway Museum but for the 
heritage tram and trolleybus movement at 
large, at heavily reduced prices resulting from 
the closure of the Wellington City trolleybus 
network. 
 
One of our Museum Members had agreed to 
make loan money available on the 
understanding that the outlay be recouped 
through the resale of the equipment to third 
parties. 
 

After discussion a motion was put to the 
meeting that we borrow $25,000 for the 
purchase of overhead from WCCL and that the 
revenue from the resale of these items be 
offset against the loan. 
 

The motion was carried unanimously.NG EV 
 
MID-WINTER DINNER 

Our traditional mid-winter dinner this year 
will be held on Saturday 12 May at the Mana 
Cruising Club at Mana. 

 Dinner has been booked for 7pm with drinks 
in the bar available from 6pm onwards. 

 Price per head is $35 plus GST with drinks 
extra.  Menu options will be advised closer to 
the day. 

 Please let Henry Brittain know if you wish to 
attend, including numbers, on 04 293 8929, or 
0274 303 536 or henry.brittain@outlook.co.nz 

 As usual you can also record your name on 
the list on the Palace noticeboard. 

 

REPORT ON RECENT EVENT – Group Visit to Tram 17 at Gladstone 
A good sized gathering of about twenty members, spouses, and friends enjoyed a visit on 3rd February 

to The Wheelwright Shop at Gladstone, Wairarapa, to inspect progress on the conservation of 

Wellington Combination tram No.17.  Greg and Ali Lang are the proprietors of the business and Greg 

gave us a run down on 

the various processes 

used and the challenges 

presented.  We all had 

a good look around the 

tram and of course 

enjoyed the Devonshire 

teas/coffee put on for 

us. 

Right: The Group at The 

Wheelwright Shop, 

Gladstone, on 3
rd

 

February. 

Richard Gray photo  
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FROM THE MARKETING AND OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT      

Russell Jenkins, Vice-President 
Following on from a busy time in January, tramway operations have continued to run smoothly 

during February and March. 

The figures for March are not available as I write this report, but during February this year we 

operated solely on the weekends plus Waitangi Day on Tuesday 6th February. Passenger journeys 

totalled 967 as compared to last year’s 1367. The best day this February was Waitangi Day: 

Tuesday 6th February 2018, 123 passengers to the Beach, 120 from the Beach, Total 243 

journeys. 

It is pleasing to report that we have had a number of Group Bookings over the past two months, 

including a 3rd visit by Scottsdale Tours from Auckland and a visit from an Australian company 

specialising in “Rail Based Tours’. 

In March we have had 3 groups visit us including one from a Whanganui Based Tour Company, 

“Take it Easy Tours”. 

 

We have also had enquiries from several others about possible visits which is most encouraging. 

One of the proposals being worked on at present is for a large group of Keas, Cubs and Scouts to 

visit the museum as part of activities they are planning in the park on Sat.12 May. While numbers 

are yet to be confirmed, we may be offering rides to several hundred and may need a full fleet of 

four trams to cope with demand. We will also be looking for Museum Members to assist on the 

day, so mark your calendars and be prepared to give a hand.  

‘Take It Easy Tours’ Group alongside 159 after their tram ride on Sunday 18 March.  
Russell Jenkins photo 
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Our range of Tramway Souvenirs has been growing since Denys Peck returned to help us in the 
Kiosk. The latest addition is a “Limited Number” of Tramway mugs featuring either a Double 
Saloon or a Fiducia tram. 

           

These mugs are on sale for $12.50 but stocks are limited. 

We also have key rings, fridge magnets, badges and rulers featuring our trams, so take a look 
sometime when the kiosk is open. 

     

During the April School Holidays we will be opening only at the weekends and on Wednesdays. A 
review of past school holidays has shown that numbers during the week have not been high and 
with fewer numbers on the operating crew, the decision has been made to reduce opening hours. 
Remember to keep up to date with the tramway on either our webpage 
www.wellingtontrams.org.nz  
Or  

The Tramway Facebook page   

Tell your friends and colleagues about us and invite them to come and have a look. 

Timely Reminders for Operations Staff 

When Tramway operations are finished at the end of the day, please ensure that controller 
handles are put back in their designated storage place, sign off the running sheets to confirm that 
everything has been completed and file the running sheets in the appropriate tray in the “Office”. 
There have been occasions recently where this has not been done. 
Please ensure that after the trams have been shut down at the end of the day, the Traction Circuit 
Breakers and Air Compressors are turned off. 
In addition, please check that all tram windows and doors are closed to prevent birds getting into 
the trams and “making themselves at home”. 

 

http://www.wellingtontrams.org.nz/
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‘SMALL PALACE’ TRAM 86 

Its Retrieval from Te Marua – Steve Porter 

Its History – Henry Brittain 
1. Its Retrieval from Te Marua 

Sub-title: The Recovery of Tram 570  by Steve Porter   

For nearly 50 years I had been aware that there was some form of rail vehicle encased in a 

weatherboard sleep-out on a property beside the main road north of Upper Hutt. Over time I was 

able to establish that it was not narrow gauge, ie three foot six, but was in fact probably a 

Wellington four-wheel tram. In about 2003 I became convinced it was the body of an electric 

tram as opposed to a former horse tram. 

In November 2017 while travelling with Keith McGavin and Trevor Burling I suggested that we 

have a close look at the building and the tram within it. While doing so the owner of the property, 

Mrs. Madgewick, came home and we engaged in conversation.  She was surprised that we knew 

there was a tram inside the building and further that we would like to have it with a view to 

future restoration and operation.  She told us that her son, Mark, intended to get rid of both the 

building and the tram.  We urged her to stop Mark from such action and after a swapping of 

contact details we left the site. 

 
Tram 86 at Te Marua on 3

rd
 November 2017.  This side of the tram had been moved outwards (towards 

the camera), about eight feet to provide a wider room inside.      Keith McGavin photo  
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Small “Palace” Tram No. 86 – Its retrieval from Te Marua, cont. 

A couple of weeks later a further visit was made to view the tram.  At that stage Henry Brittain 

had decided based on what we knew that the tram was probably 43, 44, or 45.  As there was 

doubt as to which number it was I had chosen to call it 570 as it was, at that stage, at 570 Main 

Road North.  Attempts had been made previously, and on that occasion, to read the numbers on 

the ends of the body but without success.  Henry cut to the chase and removed some internal 

cladding to reveal “B 86”.  We were both surprised and pleased that we had found 86 as she was 

a very close relation of 82 which the tramway had in the past tried to save. 

We then drafted an agreement between the Madgewicks and the WTM which gifted the tram to 

WTM in exchange for removing the entire building and making good the ground it had sat on.  

The work started in early January with the removal of a reinforced concrete chimney and fire 

place.  The removal of the wood shed which was alongside the building had been included in the 

agreement. As that was deconstructed it became clear that it was made of former General 

Motors car case timber and that its original purpose had been to house a canoe rather than the 

later use as a firewood store.  Even the wood shed had provenance for me, a former employee 

of “The General”. 

The weatherboard and most of the studs were taken from the rear of the building revealing the 

original chocolate colour of the tram body. This tram had missed out on the red and ivory livery 

we know so well. 

 
The side of the tram away from the road after removal of the fireplace and chimney, and weatherboards.  
The original chocolate colour of this tram is revealed. 

Henry Brittain photo, 24
th

 January 2018 
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Small “Palace” Tram No. 86 – Its retrieval from Te Marua, cont. 

We then turned to the task of getting rid of the unwanted material inside the tram and the 

deconstruction of the corrugated iron roof.  With this done the next task was moving the front 

wall (RHS) back to its original position.  When the building had been erected around and over 

the tram body the right-hand wall of the tram was moved approximately eight feet sideways. This 

had been done by cutting the roof and all the roof bows.   Once the wall was back in its original 

position the tram was bound together temporarily with load binders with timber spacers at the 

bottom to prevent the right wall moving any further to the left. 

The floor and the now unused foundations were removed, and the tram was now ready for 

transport to the Park.  

The disposal of material from the site was managed by: 

 A special price bin supplied by Abbott Bin Hire for the chimney, fireplace, and various 

bricks and concrete debris 

 Recovering all metal scrap to the Park including roofing flashings etc.  

 Taking all the timber, cut to 1200mm or less, to Steam Inc. for use as steam loco. light up 

material 

 Removing all other stuff to either the Silverstream tip or into our normal waste at the 

Park. 

Clive Davis came to site and verified that the body weighed more than his HIAB could manage. He 

then arranged for Orbit Heavy Haul to be the carriers for the move to Queen Elizabeth Park. 

 
Orbit Heavy Haul, with their large Hiab and trailer, arrive at Queen Elizabeth Park with Tram 86, 23

rd
 

February 2018.         Mike Flinn photo 
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Small “Palace” Tram No. 86 – Its retrieval from Te Marua, cont. 

On 23rd February Orbit, using a serious HIAB, lifted 86’s body onto Clive’s truck. Clive then moved 

the tram off the property onto the road where Orbit transferred the tram from the truck onto an 

Orbit trailer. The tram then was transported to the Park where it was placed on to sammy trucks 

on temporary track and towed into the rear of Bay 1 in the Storage Building. 

 Tram 86 unloaded on to Sammy trucks about to be towed into Bay 1 of the Storage Building. 

Mike Flinn photo 

The following week 

several metres of top 

soil were placed on/in 

the gap in the 

Madgewick’s lawn, 

spread and then sowed 

with grass seed. 

The members involved 

in the preparation of 

the tram for the move 

and the subsequent 

reinstatement of the 

ground were Henry 

Brittain, Steve Porter, 

Grahame Kitchen and 

Colin Dash. 

The WTM is 

appreciative of the very 

generous gift of Clive Davis’s truck and personal time in managing the transport of 86. 

 
Tram 86 under cover and some members very satisfied with their day’s work.  

From left Steve Porter, Henry Brittain, Russell Jenkins, Colin Dash, and Trevor 

Burling.           Mike Flinn photo 
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2. Tram 86’s History  By Henry Brittain 

Car 86 (they were referred to as “cars” in pre-motor car times) was one of a small number of 
four-wheel trams built by Rouse and Hurrell for the Wellington City Corporation Tramways.  The 
fleet numbers ranged from 82 to 87, six in total, and each was mounted on a single Brill 21E 
four-wheel truck. They were built primarily to serve the hilly routes of Brooklyn and Wadestown 
in an era of reasonably light patronage where they were considered to be more suitable than the 
bigger bogie cars. 

The trams were just 27 feet 3 inches (8.2 metres) long and 6 foot 6 inches (2.1m) wide. 

According to “Always a Tram in Sight” by Graham Stewart, the truck was fitted with two GE67 
40hp motors. Considering how small they were this would have made them quite powerful for 
their size.  The Controllers were the standard style used in Wellington at that time, GE B18 and 
being non-air brake, they were only fitted with hand brakes and rheostatic/magnetic brakes. 

These six trams were built at the same time (circa 1911) as the two freight trams, No’s 200 and 
201 (later 300 and 301) a total of eight new four-wheel trams.  It has always been surmised that 
the Brill 21E trucks fitted to these trams were “hand me downs” from the eight four wheeled box 
cars, numbers 13 to 20 that were converted to bogie cars (17 was one of these).  It is interesting 
to note that the freight trams were 6 inches longer than the “Small” Palaces and the motorman’s 
cabin was 3 foot 1½ inches wide compared to the very small cabin of 82 to 87 which were only 2 
feet 6 inches wide. 

Initially cars 82 to 87 were built in the cross-bench style of Palace trams to the same format of the 
bogie Palace cars, 53 to 81. This format was copied from the Sydney NSW style of cross bench 
trams. The style did not prove successful in Wellington and the Davey Clause introduced in the 
Tramways Amendment Act 1913 resulted in the demise of cross bench trams in New Zealand and 
as a result all Palace trams were rebuilt into the two-compartment style with the focus on centre 
loading. 

 
A “Small Palace” (No.44 or 45).  Although trams 44 and 45 were both initially built as open “Hong Kong” 
cars they were rebuilt in 1911 to 4-compartment “Palace” type trams, the same as Nos. 82 to 87, which 
were built new as 4-compartment “Palace” types in 1911.  Then, following the legislation passed in 1913 
requiring a centre corridor in all trams, all were rebuilt into the two-compartment centre entrance style as 
shown above.        Official WCCT photograph 
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Tram 86’s History, cont. 

Called “Small Palaces” by Tramway staff as opposed to “Standard Palaces” they were built to carry 
twelve seated passengers in each end compartment or six on each side – a total of only 24 seated 
passengers.  It is interesting to note that the seated width allocated for each passenger for 
planning purposes was 16 inches, a far cry from the width of today’s passengers.  Standing 
numbers were not specified.  However it is known that tram staff did at times refuse to drive 
their four wheel trams up steep inclines such as Brooklyn Hill if they considered there were too 
many passengers on board.  

As passenger numbers started to dramatically increase after WW1, and new air brake trams were 
constructed to accommodate this increase, the four-wheel trams started to be confined to 
non-peak hour services. Apart from their small passenger capacity, they were also slow to load as 
the motorman’s compartment at each end was very small and not encouraged as an entry point. 
Complaints were made by both tram staff and the public as to their unsuitability and as early as 
1926 the Tramways Management were expressing their concern about the unsuitability of all 
their four-wheel trams.  

These included “small 
deckers”, (1 to 12 and 34 to 
36), the Hong Kong open 
cross bench cars   (37 to 
39 and 44 and 45) that had 
been converted to the same 
“double saloon” 
configuration of the 82 to 87 
style, plus numbers 43 and 
46 which had been built in 
1906 as four compartment 
“Palace” types and also 
converted to “double 
saloons”, plus 82 to 87.  

In 1931 the Tramway 
Management made the 
decision that all would be 
withdrawn from passenger 
service. Many had already 
been stored out of service at 
the back of Newtown depot 
for some time. 

A few were retained for use 
as advertising trams; deckers 
7 and 35 and Small Palace 82 
and these were used primarily for advertising the Art Union and occasionally other special events.  
Car 44 was retained and equipped with framing to carry advertisements.  However I am unsure 
if it was ever used for this purpose.  After WWII these trams were disposed of including 45 and 
possibly number 1 both of which were still in storage. 

Pictures of “Small Palaces” in their converted style are very rare.  While there are pictures in 
their original cross bench style such as of 82 opening Wadestown, another of 83 on Wadestown  

 

 
Small Palace No.82 survived longer “on the books” than others of the 
class but in the 1950’s it was disposed of to a property (shown here) in 
Ohiro Bay, Wellington. In the late 1960’s the body of 82 was acquired 
by the Wellington Tramway Museum but it was eventually found to be 
too rotten to restore and, after keeping good parts, it was disposed of. 
               Graham Stewart photo   
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Tram 86’s History, cont. 

Hill plus a row of them in Newtown depot, there is only one known picture in the converted style; 
see page 93 in Graham Stewart’s book, “Always a Tram in Sight”. 

It is not known when 86 was withdrawn from service, however given that it is still in the original 
“Chocolate Brown” as per its original 1911 colour it is reasonable to assume that it was written off 
no later than the early 1930’s. At this stage I have been unable to verify precisely when these 
trams were withdrawn but will continue to examine WCCT archives held at the Wellington City 
Archives in an attempt to clarify. 

AROUND THE SITE AND DOWN THE LINE  Allan Neilson, Vice-President 
February and March has been a busy period with Tram 86’s arrival on 23rd February (see separate 
article), overhead parts being obtained and arriving in quantity and a number of other projects 
either completed or in progress. 

Tram 86 

To accommodate tram 86 bay 1 (the western-most bay) of the rear storage building was cleared 
out and the tram body stored at the rear.  The Te Marua site from which tram 86 was obtained 
was made tidy and sown with grass seed. 

Overhead Parts 

Meanwhile, following the Special General Meeting (see details elsewhere) agreement was 
reached with Wellington Cable Car Ltd. to purchase all their depot inventory of overhead parts.  
Parts have now been transported to the Museum in multiple large trailer loads (16 in all), plus a 
truck load, over several weeks.  Mike Flinn assisted by others is sorting, identifying, and listing 
parts and quantities received to create a WTM inventory list.  Surplus WTM parts will be added 
to the list with the aim of selling as many parts as possible to other heritage organisations in New 
Zealand and overseas. 

 
A load of overhead parts and equipment arrives from Wellington Cable Car Ltd. on 21

st
 March.  Many 

willing hands are ready to assist with unloading.        Keith McGavin photo  
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Around the Site and Down the Line, cont. 

To store the parts container No.3 has been 
cleared out and racked up.  Further space in 
front of tram 86 in the rear storage building is 
also being prepared. 

Sprinkler System 

The problem with our automatic sprinkler 
system has been diagnosed to a leak in the 
pipe under the concrete floor of the rear 
storage building.   Work is now underway, 
led by Mike Vash, to re-route the pipeline 
from the valve-house to the barn.  This 
involves re-routing through the rear storage 
building (rather than under it), a new 
underground pipe from the rear storage 
building west end wall to the barn northwest 
corner, and new vertical wall pipes into both 
the rear storage building and the barn.    

Tram 185 

The un-motored Brill 62E truck which for 
years has supported one end of the body of double saloon 185 in Bay 3 of the rear storage 
building, along with a Sammy truck supporting the other end, have both now been removed.   

 
Tram 185 now rests on the two Brill 62E trucks originally ex tram 159. See text for details. 

Keith McGavin photo, 21
st

 March  

 
The new vertical sprinkler system pipe into the 
rear storage building.  

Keith McGavin photo, 28
th

 March 
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Around the Site and Down the Line, cont. 

This 62E truck was obtained many years 
ago (1970’s) – thought to be from 
someone who had bought it from 
Steven’s the scrap merchant to use it in 
connection with boat launching.  As a 
convenient storage option they have 
been replaced with the two Brill 62E 
trucks originally from tram 159 – one of 
which has a faulty motor.  The motors 
ex 159 in question are very bulky “Dick 
Kerr” EE31 1A motors – uniquely 
different to those under all our other 
trams.  In case you are wondering Tram 
159 is currently running on Brill62EW 
trucks ex tram 238, and 238 (not running) 
is sitting on Brill 62EW trucks that were 
originally tram 250’s – the tram which 
the Museum purchased for spare parts and dismantled in 1964.  The removal of tram 159’s 
trucks from the workshop has provided some very welcome clear space. 
The un-motored truck from tram 185 is currently being cleaned and dismantled – the driving 
wheels, the pony wheel set and the axleboxes are planned to be used in the project of 
reconstructing Brill 22E trucks for tram 17.  

Tram 260 

A significant maintenance job entailing lifting the tram off its trucks to repair air-pipes that were 
otherwise inaccessible was completed on 28th March.  The tram is now back in service. 

Tram 151 
Bernhard Riddering, assisted from time to time by others, is in the final stages of completing the 
re-construction of the seaward side, as seen when parked in the workshop, of the “A” or north 
end saloon of tram 151.  

 
The spare but un-motored Brill 62E truck removed from 
under tram 185. Parts of this truck will be used in the 
reconstructed Brill 22E trucks for Tram No.17. 

Keith McGavin photo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In the workshop, 21

st
 March: Tram 260 at the north end of Road 5 with the heavy tram jacks in 

position ready for it to be raised. Tram 151 is on Road 6. The end saloon farthest from the camera 
is where the side has been re-constructed.  Window frames are on the trestles being prepared 
for re-installation.          Mike Flinn photo 
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Around the Site and Down the Line, cont. 

Overhead Refurbishment  

As mentioned in the February Tramlines, page 8, when our overhead contractors, Broadspectrum, 
left the site last year they had not at that time rewired the workshop road 5, the workshop pit 
road.  They had also not replaced the overhead contact wire between the barn and the “Y” point 
on roads one and two.  This was remedied during the week 13th – 17th March when they 
returned and carried out this work.  Restoring overhead to the pit road now makes the periodic 
tram movements to the workshop pit much easier. 

Apart from wires inside the workshop and barn all of our overhead wire has been replaced, and 
all wiring infrastructure (e.g.; poles, cantilevers, span wires) upgraded to a high industry standard. 

 
The Broadspectrum crew at work in the depot area on 14

th
 March.  New wire was erected on road 5 (the 

workshop pit road) and above roads 1 and 2 leading into the tram barn from the “Y” point. 
Keith McGavin photo    

Tram Movements 

On Wednesday 4th April significant tram movements were carried out.  Double-Saloon 207 was 
re-positioned from the back of Barn road 2 to the north end of road 6 in the Workshop – the 
position that Fiducia 260 occupied for several years.  At the same time Fiducia 235 was moved 
from barn road 1 to barn road 2 and now occupies the position vacated by Double-Saloon 207.  

Roads 1 and 2 in the barn are to become public areas, right through to the north end.  The 
intention is for one of the non-operational Fiducias, probably No.235, to be moved into our  
storage building.  With the arrival of restored Tram No.17 imminent and set to take up current 
display space at the front of road 3 these moves will help provide some compensatory display 
space. 

A side effect of all the tram movements on the 4th April was the opportunity to line up all four of 
our Fiducias in front of the Barn – something never before done and likely to be a long time 
before it is repeated given one of the Fiducias is destined for the rear building. 
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Around the Site and Down the Line, cont. 

 
Our four “Fiducia” class trams lined up on 4

th
 April.  A unique sight!  Nos.235 and 238 on the left are 

non-operational.  Nos. 239 and 260 on the right are in regular use.        Keith McGavin photo  

 
Later the same morning all four Fiducias inside the tram barn, with not a double-saloon tram in sight. 

Keith McGavin photo 
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Around the Site and Down the Line, cont. 

 
By coincidence on 4

th
 April all three of our complete Double-Saloon trams were together in the workshop.  

Tram 159 on the left was over the pit for routine maintenance; tram 151 on the right, foreground, had just 
had restoration work on part of its body completed and was awaiting operational testing, and No.207, 
right background, had just been moved into position for restoration assessment.   Keith McGavin photo 

Other items: 

Another load of scrap metal has been 
despatched.  Tram, overhead and site 
maintenance and tram cleaning have all 
continued as normal over the two months. 

Right: The Daimler tower wagon and the spare 
cable-car trailer are both temporarily stored 
outside at present – both pending despatch to 
good homes.        Mike Flinn photo 

 
 

TRAM No.17, UPDATE (Body & Chassis)         from Trevor Burling 
Are we there yet, well, nearly? 

Tram 17 progress has been steadily gathering pace over the last 12 months and is substantially 
complete apart from fittings and some internal panels.   It now remains for the painting to be 
completed both inside and out and for completion of the installation of the glass windows on the 
cabin ends and saloon area. Canvas blinds are to be installed to the open section.  
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Tram 17 Update (Body & Chassis), cont. 

Once the bulkhead panels are fitted, they will be matched to the surrounding panels so the finish 
is even. Glass will be fitted to the advertising windows and between the open section and saloon 
driver cabins. Then the seats can go in and the fittings for doors, windows and open section 
barriers. The mirrors have been fashioned from spare parts we were fortunate enough to have in 
stock from Fiducia trams, including the little catch to hold the mirror in the stowed position. A 
rope guard from tram 31 (dismantled by the members in the Wairarapa in the 1970’s!) was just 
the correct dimensions for 17 and also acted as a guide to the positioning of the mirror so the 
driver can see the side of the tram and whether anyone is boarding and alighting. 

When tram 17 was changed to a combination tram from a box car around about 1913, the B end 
retained a drop level while the A end was level with the open section floor. This means the mirror 
on the B end has to be attached in a lower position, given the driver is on a lower platform. 

Another interesting detail is the cabin windows on the B end are taller than those on the A end. A 
look at Graham Stewart’s “Always a Tram in Sight” on page 85 shows both ends of tram 16 and 
the B end of tram 19 illustrating the difference. A clever bit of design work as one has to look 
closely to see the difference. Another detail is the extra small pane of glass in the A end cabin 
doors.  

Once all of the painting of the floor is completed, the floor slats will be fitted and oiled rather 
than painted. Apparently, they were oiled rather than painted in the earlier days so we have 
decided to try that instead of painting them grey. 

From evidence of where slats were fitted, they were longitudinal in the saloon but crosswise in 
the open section. This was probably because people entered and exited via the open sides. Some 
of the floor boards were worn from use in the seating areas where there were no slats. Men wore 
hobnail boots in those days which would have been rather rough on the flooring. So, we have left 
them like that where possible as part of the original fabric. 

The outside red panels and seat castings have been painted and when complete, the ivory finish 
coats will be applied. All beading will be painted black and the red panels will have gold lining.  

 

 

Tram 17 at Gladstone, 26
th

 

March. 

Roof canvasing complete. 
Exterior paint undercoats 
being applied. 

 

Photo courtesy Greg & Ali 

Lang, The Wheelwright Shop. 
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TRAM 17 UPDATE (Trucks)       from Keith McGavin 
 

Thanks to members’ generosity the Museum has met the Lotteries Environment and Heritage 
guidelines and has submitted the funding application for the reconstruction of two Brill 22E trucks 
for Tram 17.  To meet the guidelines one-third (well over $150,000) of the project’s estimated 
total cost, must be met from non-Lottery sources.  I am pleased to report that thirteen members 
have offered loans which, combined with donated and raised funds, are sufficient to meet the 
required amount.  If our application is successful then the Museum will embark on fundraising 
from various charitable trusts and gaming organisations in a bid to reduce or if possible eliminate 
the borrowing required. 
 
In the meantime we are continuing to receive donations from our visiting public.  We think 
these will be boosted when the restored Tram 17 returns to the Museum in a few weeks and 
visitors can see the finished article.  Of course we also continue to receive and to appreciate 
donations from members towards this amazing project. 
 

WELLINGTON TRAMWAYS FOOTBALL CLUB CHALLENGE SHIELD 

From Henry Brittain 
The Museum was recently donated this shield plus an employee badge, number 161, by the 

family of Percy Hull who was a Wellington Tramways motorman in the 1940/50’s.  

Unfortunately the history of the shield is unknown and I would love to hear from any readers who 

may be able to provide some background to its history. 

The shield contains the outline of at least five small shields that would seem to indicate that it was 

presented to at least five teams or individuals; however these are no longer attached.   

The Tramways used to have individual 

trophies for many sporting activities involving 

its Wellington staff and this one would be 

one of those. I have surmised that the word 

“Football Club” would have meant rugby as 

this was the normal name for that game. 

What we call Football today, was called 

Soccer in earlier times. 

There is no record of the Challenge Shield in 
the Tramway Journals between 1932 and 
1942 when publication ceased, so taking into 
account that Percy Hull was a Tramway 
employee after WWII, I have guessed it may 
have been played for in the 1940’s or 50’s. 

If you can assist in identifying the history of 
the Shield, please let me know. 

Attached is a photo of the “Challenge Shield” 
showing the faint outlines of the five smaller 
shields just below the words “Challenge 
Shield”. 
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HISTORICAL CORNER – The Visit of the Prince of Wales, May 1920 

From Henry Brittain 
In May 1920 the Prince of Wales visited New Zealand and travelled around the country in HMS 

Renown.  He stopped off in Wellington for three days between the 7th and 10th of May and the 

Capital turned it on for the Prince, with many Civic receptions. 

The Evening Post reported that the three days of the visit were the three busiest days in the 

history of the tram service.  Trams were continually crowded with people visiting the various 

events compounded with main thoroughfares often being closed off putting pressure on 

alternative routes.  Extra trams were placed in service for passengers travelling to and later 

from, the various events that the Prince was attending. 

The following photo was taken during this time and shows 23 Tramway staff and one small boy 

standing on the roof of ‘small air’, Double-saloon 100 no doubt to get an uninterrupted view of 

the Princes passing.  Behind this is a short saloon Combination Car.  The actual location is not 

recorded. However I surmise that it would have been somewhere in the City given the number of 

tramway staff present. 

 
Henry Brittain collection 

Safety standards were quite obviously far different than those of today; however it is noted that 

the crew did remove the trolley pole from the overhead and tie it down.   
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Historical Corner, cont. 

To complement the previous page picture, here is a Neville Lodge cartoon published in the 

Evening Post in 1952 that shows overhead crew parked outside the Basin Reserve taking 

advantage of a Daimler Tower Wagon to watch a cricket match. 

 

 

 
See article commencing next page.  A young(er) Keith McGavin (complete with Hutt Valley High School 
scarf) is painting the newly arrived Palace tram No.75, and talking to Eric Hood, a visiting railway 
enthusiast.  This would be 1966 or early 1967, well prior to the Wahine storm, when the one-tram barn 
(behind) was its full size.              Keith McGavin collection 
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50 Years Ago –  

April 1968 at the Museum 

Keith McGavin 

 

After a period of over two years of 
helter-skelter development, climaxing in 
October 1967 in a joint contract with the 
Tramway Historical Society of Christchurch 
(Ferrymead) to remove New Plymouth’s 
trolleybus overhead, the Museum’s situation 
by early 1968 could fairly be described as 
somewhat precarious.  The New Plymouth 
contract, touted in advance as being the 
financial saviour of the Museum, turned out 
to be no such thing.  The Museum had 
accumulated its seven Wellington trams 
(most of which were operational) plus, by 
this time, two tram bodies intended for 
restoration and four trolleybuses.  

As well as trackwork and overhead which by 
now extended beyond the loop the Museum 
had erected a one-tram  “temporary” tram 
barn, had constructed the concrete 
foundations for the future permanent tram 
barn and, following the New Plymouth 
project and the acquisition of suitable parts, 
a trolleybus overhead circuit had been 
erected.  

An old “Palace” tram body (No.75) in poor 

condition had been obtained to provide for 
members’ amenities and was installed as a 
lean-to alongside the temporary barn.  
From mid-1966 the one-tram temporary 
tram barn could no longer house a tram as 
the rear third of the building was taken up 
by a large motor-generator set providing 
D.C. power for the trams.  By early 1968 a 
vintage Dennis fire-engine, somewhat 
shorter than a tram, was being 
accommodated in the remaining portion. 
 
Everything else was stored on site in the 
open except what could be crammed into 
“the white shed” and another small shed of 
similar size. 
 
The Storm Hits: 
  
All the Museum’s trams, trolleybuses, tram 
bodies and much of its equipment were 
thus stored on site in the open on the 
morning of 10th April 1968 when the 
southerly storm – the remnants of tropical 
cyclone Giselle – hit Wellington and the 
surrounding areas including Kapiti.  This 
was the same storm that resulted in the 
sinking of the inter-island ferry “Wahine”.  
Winds of 93 knots (172 km/hr) were 
recorded at Paraparaumu airport. 

The storm hit the Museum hard.  It was 

reported in the 

April 1968 

“Tramway 

Topics” as 

follows: 

 

“The damage 

was extensive – 

only one wall 

(the rear) of the 

temporary barn/ 

power house 

stood 

completely 

intact.  
 

The entrance arrangement to the Museum site 1967 showing the one tram 
temporary barn prior to the April 1968 storm         Mike Flinn photo 
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50 Years Ago, - April 1968 at the Museum, cont. 

 
Above: Before the storm! Summer 1967/68.  Note the trolleybus (as well as tram) overhead.  Four 
trams in the departure area, from left Nos.151, 238, 207 and 260.  The temporary barn is its full size and 
part of the short lived trolleybus overhead circuit wiring can be seen. The 1956 Morris Minor belonged to 
Keith McGavin.         Mike Flinn photo 

 
Above: Storm damage repair work was well underway by Friday 12

th
 April 1968 (Good Friday), two days 

after the storm, when this photo was taken.  The temporary barn suffered the most damage.  Until the 
storm it had extended forward towards the camera to the pole beside the tower wagon – repair work 
resulted in a building only about half the length of the original, but still housing the 500 volt D.C. 
motor-generator set at the back.  The large diesel motor on a sammy truck in the centre of the photo 
was a spare (the Museum had purchased three) and was possibly in the shed along with a vintage 
fire-engine when the storm hit.  It was decided not to re-erect the trolleybus overhead circuit due to a 
plan to erect a storage building on the eastern side of the property. Therefore the service life of the 
trolleybus overhead circuit was only a few months.        Keith McGavin photo 
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50 Years Ago, - April 1968 at the Museum, cont.

The southern wall and main doors had 
completely collapsed with the roof on top of 
them.  The front of tram 239 (recently 
restored and at the front of road 2 ready for 
Easter service) was badly dented, and the 
headlight cracked.  207 suffered a broken 
window, Bus 247 a dent in its side and the 
Daimler tower wagon two broken windows.  
In addition, a few span wires and the running 
wire along road 3 of the depot area were 
down and several poles had shifted.  The 
phone wire was cut in several places, caused 
by the swaying of poles in the 100 mph gale.  
Several large pine trees at the back of the 
property also crashed down, right through 
the Horowhenua Power Board’s high tension 
wires – overall the scene was a complete 
mess.”  
It is likely that damage to the trams and 
other vehicles was caused by flying 
corrugated iron from the temporary barn.  
Sheets of iron were later discovered in the 
area of the old WCC sports fields, perhaps a 
kilometre north. 

“Tramway Topics” reported on the repair 
work as follows: 
“Cleaning and rebuilding operations, capably 
guided by Evan Collett, continued 
throughout Friday (ie Friday 12th April-ed.) 
and Saturday and, what with organisation of 
the Hangi (a pre-arranged major special 
event- ed.) etc. at the same time resources 
were really stretched.  It was decided to 
rebuild only about half the barn (the 
motor-generator end) the other half being 
too far gone.” 
“Russell Grigg, assisted by Phillip Austin, 
managed to find time to repair the phone 
line, while Ian Little and Mike Flinn had the 
500 volt power restored – temporarily for a 
short time on Friday evening, and 
permanently by Saturday lunch time.  Also 
restored were the fallen span and overhead 
wires.  Very fortunately for the Museum, 
the motor/generator set suffered no 
apparent damage.” 

 

 

DONATIONS & BEQUESTS TO THE MUSEUM 
We are very grateful for the donations that many members have made to the Wellington Tramway 
Museum over the past years, and especially for the larger donations that some members have generously 
made.  There are also numerous donations of material of various kinds to add to our archival collection 
for which the Museum is very grateful.  
 
The Museum’s current key project is the restoration of tram 17 including reconstructing a pair of Brill 22E 
trucks.  Donations towards this project, or for the general purposes of the Museum, would be very 
gratefully received.  Note that all donations to the Museum are deductible for tax purposes (Wellington 
Tramway Museum Incorporated – Registered Charity No.38985.)  Please send any monetary donations to 
the Hon. Treasurer, Wellington Tramway Museum Inc., P.O. Box 2612, Wellington, New Zealand, or direct 
credit our ANZ Bank Account No.06 0501 0075414 00 referencing “Donation General” or “Donation Tram 
17”.  For a receipt email your details to treasurer@wellingtontrams.org.nz 
 
The Museum has also benefited on a number of occasions from monetary bequests that members, who are 
sadly no longer with us, were kind enough to make provision for in their Will.  However not everyone 
makes a Will, though doing so eases the administration of a person’s affairs after their passing. 
 
If you are considering financially supporting the Museum out of the proceeds of your estate, we encourage 
you to formalise the bequest (and any other such arrangements) by making provision for it in a Will. If you 
would like to talk in confidence about this, please call Treasurer Michael Boyton, by e-mail first up at 
treasurer@wellingtontrams.org.nz or phone 03-526-7777 (Michael will call you back to save tolls’ costs).  
 

“Tramlines” is the bi-monthly newsletter for members of the Wellington Tramway Museum Inc.  

Its aim is to keep members in touch with practical notices and the details of current developments and 
also includes articles on matters of historic tramway interest, especially Wellington.  
Please also see our website and Facebook page which are our instantly-updated Museum fact resource 
and notice to the wider world.   Contributions and notes welcomed.  Contact details are on page 3  

mailto:treasurer@wellingtontrams.org.nz

