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COVER - GREAT TO BE BACK! 
Wednesday 20th May 2020: the first members’ organised work activity since March 21st and the 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S WORKBENCH           
- Steve Porter 

Retirement is supposed to see the elderly 
cease work and instead indulge in leisure 
activities as they enter what are 
euphemistically called the golden years. 
However Covid-19 has modified our lives, 
probably for ever. We have entered a new 
age where everyone else must be 
considered a serious threat to our health. 
Covid-19 has certainly changed the leisure 
we were enjoying.   

Your management team has had to consider 
what the Government was asking us all to 
do, what the implications were, and put 
plans in place accordingly. NZ Transport 
Agency and Greater Wellington Regional 
Council (GWRC) have also felt the need to 
regulate our Covid-19 response. Both 
advised that they wanted to ensure that 
anything our members did complied with 
their interpretation of the Government 
promulgated Covid-19 rules.  The 
paperwork and processes are now in place 
to satisfy those two organisations.  

Please follow the various posted rules when 
on WTM business. 

As members will know, there was no chance 
of a return to site work or tram operations 
before we came back to Level 2. It now 
seems prudent to leave tram running until 
we are at Level 1.  

The GWRC request for an upgrade to the 
tram track and in particular the road 
crossing at Poles 20 to 23 has resulted in a 
decision to make the crossing upgrade the 
priority job as we return to work. 

Many members have already been involved 
in the three work parties that are the 
crossing upgrade project.  There are two 
groups preparing materials for the work: 
one is preparing (cleaning) of rails to be 
used in the work, and the other is the 
preparing of fastenings including fish plates 
to tie it all together.  The third party, 
whose work is predominantly located 
between Poles 20 and 23, has at the time of 

writing run out of work.  GWRC cannot 
release the crossing itself for the upgrade to 
start until the new bridge (further up the 
road) is completed.  That may be a week 
or more away as several unforeseen 
technical challenges have surfaced.  We 
also have a technical problem!  In the 
track bed between Poles 20 and 21 we have 
discovered a conduit or pipe crossing 
through our tram track. GWRC have 
undertaken to establish what it is and if it is 
still required to bury it to the required 
depth.    

Members are urged to let Henry know of 
their availability to help over the next 
month with the Crossing Upgrade so that he 
can schedule people to the various tasks 
and stay within the numbers allowed to 
undertake work at any one time.  
Currently that number is ten but depending 
on the numbers allowed under new 
regulations we may have to become a 
religion, a bar, a restaurant, or who knows 
what just to get the work done.  Until the 
crossing upgrade is complete, we cannot 
run trams! (Late news – number increasing 
to 100 – Ed.) 

In closing please remember that the 

Covid-19 rules have been written to ensure 

that people are not exposed to the disease, 

and if they are that they do not pass it on to 

others. Most importantly no one should be 

dying of Covid-19.  I know none of the 

people in New Zealand who were diagnosed 

with Covid-19.  Given that I have not heard 

of any members knowing anyone either we 

probably feel somewhat remote from the 

disease.  Please do not drop your guard. 

The social distancing, the hand washing etc. 

have done the job and for the near future 

we must make sure they continue to do so.  

Steve Porter 
President 

23rd May 2020 
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DURING THE LOCK-DOWN 
During the lock-down Henry Brittain, usually 
accompanied by Lorraine, checked out 
Museum site at least twice a week and in 
addition Paekakariki member Trevor Weaver 
was able to cycle through Queen Elizabeth 
Park and carry out regular “bicycle patrols” of 
the overhead line. 
 
Henry’s inspections included walking around, 
opening up and inspecting the buildings, 
checking the fire sprinkler container and 
pump pressure, and the electrical installation.  
 
Special thanks to Lorraine who spent many 
hours cleaning the Palace.  She  cleaned the 
fridge inside and outside, scrubbed the 
cupboards, took all the dishes home and put 
them through the dishwasher, cleaned the 
windows, took the curtains down, washed and 
ironed them put them up, cleaned the 
microwave (which was caked in splattered 
food) and generally cleaned the place. 
 
So thanks, Trevor, Henry and Lorraine for so 
carefully looking after the Museum during this 
difficult period.  
 
During the period too, Henry and I were able 
to put together a couple of special “News 
Updates” that were emailed out to members, 
keeping those on email updated with what 
was happening.  As well as the current scene 
we were able to include photographs, mainly 
of the Tramway Museum in its earlier days – 
these brought back memories of some of the 
challenges, struggles and successes of those 
early years.  

Keith McGavin 
 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 
A very warm welcome is extended to the 

following new members (both of whom are 

past members, recently re-joined): 

Michael McKeon, of Wadestown 

Russell Bidgood, of Melbourne 

 

PERSONAL  
Trevor Weaver has been in hospital for a small 
operation and is now at home recuperating. 
We hope to see him back at the Museum 
within a few weeks.  Best wishes Trevor.  

MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE 
CANCELLED 
The Kapiti US Marines Trust regrets to 
advise that due to Covid-19 restrictions 
there was no Memorial Day service in 
Queen Elizabeth Park (QEP), on Monday 
May 25.   

In the Footsteps of the Marines, the scenic 
hilly run/walk usually scheduled on the 
Sunday before Memorial Day has been 
re-scheduled from May 24 to Sunday, 
November 1.  

This year’s event, which follows some of the 
challenging ‘route march’ described by Leon 
Uris in his book Battle Cry will be run on only 
on Whareroa Farm and Campbell Mill Road. 
For more information visit: 
https://www.kapitijoggersandwalkers.org.nz/
marines-event  

The Annual Memorial Day service, run by the 
New Zealand American Association at Old St 
Pauls Cathedral on Tuesday May 26 has also 
been cancelled and will be replaced by a small 
(10-person) wreath-laying ceremony at 
Pukeahu, the National War Memorial. The 
Trust will be represented by Major Larry Keim 
(retired).  

In America, Memorial Day is similar to our 
ANZAC Day. In Kapiti our Memorial Day 
commemorates nearly half a million U.S. 
service men and women who lost their lives in 
World War II and acknowledges the strong 
bonds and friendships between Kapiti people 
and the Marines during this time. 

If you lived through these times and want to 
mark the occasion in a memorable way with 
friends, children or grandchildren, you can still 
visit the US Marines Memorial in QEP during 
the weekend or on the day; sign our visitors’ 
book and make your own personal tribute. If 
you are coming in a group, make sure you 
follow Level 2, Covid-19 rules and keep your 
party to 10 or less.  

You could also take the Marines’ Heritage 
walk in Whareroa Farm or visit our website: 
www.marinenz.com 

 

https://www.kapitijoggersandwalkers.org.nz/marines-event
https://www.kapitijoggersandwalkers.org.nz/marines-event
http://www.marinenz.com/
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NEW BOOK FROM GRAHAM STEWART  
“CROSSING AHEAD! When Trams Met Trains in New Zealand” 

 
Right: The cover of a new NZ tram 
book by Graham Stewart.  It is newly 
published by the NZ Railway & 
Locomotive Society. 
 
At a time when city tramways and 
railways in New Zealand fed each 
other’s networks and often crossed the 
respective rights-of-way, Graham 
Stewart shares the previously 
undocumented story and images of 
these interesting interfaces. 

The crossing of a heavy-rail railway 
train with a light-railed street vehicle 
over a street level crossing has always 
required extreme caution. From the 
early crossing keeper holding their red 
and green flags to high-tech signals of 
today; there has never been any room 
for a margin of error.  

For over 90 years when trams met 
trains, not one life has been recorded as having been lost in an accident – a truly remarkable 
record of safety. Some tram lines to the suburbs stopped just before a railway level crossing, as 
to proceed further would have required the additional maintenance cost of the crossing’s 
manganese steel track diamonds, the crossing keeper’s wages and signalmen of those years. This 
is the story of those crossings whether they were level or the vehicles crossed on a viaduct or 
bridge. The story is lavishly illustrated with photographs and diagrams researched from archives 
throughout New Zealand 

 
250 x 210mm portrait format (same as the Napier tram book), 198 photographs, 84 

pages, card covers. 

 

Order your copy today  
Special price to members if picked up from the Tramway Museum ……….……$30 per copy 

Price to WTM members, posted …   $35 per copy incl. post & packing 
(Please credit NZ$35 per copy to WTM Bank Account 06 0501 0075414 00, put “Crossingbook” in the 
Particulars panel, and email: Treasurer@wellingtontrams.org.nz with your name and address details.   

  
Price to the public (through the Tramway Museum kiosk, or posted):   $40 per copy  

ALL RECENTLY PUBLISHED BOOKS by GRAHAM STEWART are sold out – or 
almost sold out – so we suggest order your copy of this book now, to avoid 
disappointment. 
 

mailto:Treasurer@wellingtontrams.org.nz
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WTM TRAM PRESERVATION- STATUS REPORT 
Trams 17 and 207 as at May 2020 

Keith McGavin 

 
Above: Trams 207 (left) and 17 in the workshop earlier this year.              Photo: Mike Flinn 

TRAM No.17 

Double bogie combination – one-third open, two-thirds closed. 

Tram body & chassis – restoration is almost complete save for destination and route No. boxes.  
Destination and number scrolls also to be sorted.  Some additional gold leaf lining out may be 
added at completion. 

Electrical – main wiring planned and to be progressed shortly.  Buzzers and lighting well 
advanced.  Circuit breakers installed.  Resistance grids assembled and installed.   Controllers 
restored and installed. 

Mechanical - Roof fittings are largely complete.  The in-cab hand brake stands and associated 
mechanisms are currently being manufactured.  Underfloor brake mechanisms are at the 
design stage.  The reconstructed Brill 22E trucks manufactured by A&G Price Ltd. have been 
fitted.  Some adjustments are to be made and further testing will be carried out. 

This is the Museum’s priority preservation project and we anticipate major progress over the 
balance of 2020.  However with the Covid-19 setback entry into service may not be until 
2021. 
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Tram 207 Conservation Plan 

Prepared by Alan Smith; additional 
material and formatting: Keith McGavin; 
Plus “Evolution of the Wellington City 
Electric Tramcar” by Mike Flinn. 

36 pages, illustrated, diagram, 
wire-bound with card covers.  

Available to WTM members in pdf 
format, emailed, on request to: 
info@wellingtontrams.org.nz. 

Limited wire-bound paper copies with 
card covers are available at $30 each, 
posted, on enquiry to: 
info@wellingtontrams.org.nz 

 

 

WTM Tram Preservation – Status Report, cont. 

TRAM NO. 207 
Mark II Double-Saloon (2 x Brill 62E trucks).  No.207 is the sole remaining survivor of 
Wellington’s most numerous tram type. 

 
Above:  Seatoun bound Tram No. 207 in Manners Street in the 1950’s.  The Seatoun route closed on 

3
rd

 May 1958.         Photo: Rod McGovern (Graham Stewart collection)   

 
Tram 207 is complete but much dismantling of body 
and mechanical components carried out in the 1970’s 
and 1980’s.  One truck was overhauled in the 
1970’s. 
 
We are currently sorting and documenting tram 207’s 
parts. 
 
A recently completed 36 page conservation plan 
proposes restoration of tram 207 to its appearance at 
the time of the first replacement of tram routes by 
buses (1949).  Selection of this period means that 
the maximum existing fabric of the tram can be 
retained. 
 
Specifications for the body restoration have been 
prepared. 

mailto:info@wellingtontrams.org.nz
mailto:info@wellingtontrams.org.nz
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WTM Tram Preservation – Status Report, cont. 

It is planned to have at least the body framing restored commercially.  We are currently in the 
planning and fund raising stage and $22,000 has been raised so far.   
 
WTM appreciates the commitment and support from those who have donated to date.  If you 
are in a position to assist any help you can give will help bring forward the date when we can 
again have this unique tram operational. 
 
Donate towards Tram 207’s restoration:  
NZ donations qualify for tax credits:  WTM is Registered Charity No. CC38985. 

To donate is straightforward.  All you need to do is: 

Credit your donation to Wellington Tramway Museum’s bank account 

Account No.  06 0501 0075414 00 

Enter “Tram 207” in the Particulars panel. 

To ensure we can send you a receipt please also email your particulars to: 
treasurer@wellingtontrams.org.nz   (or post your particulars to the address below) 
Or – you can post your donation to:  
Treasurer, Wellington Tramway Museum Inc. 
P O Box 36, UPPER MOUTERE 7144, New Zealand 

 

SOME HISTORY OF OUR TRAM 159        by Alan Smith 
 
In the March-April 2020 Tramlines there was photo on p. 25 of Double-Saloon 159 (identifiable from 
its blue roof advertising boards) at the ceremony in 2012 marking the 70th anniversary of the arrival 
of the US Marines to the huge wartime camps hurriedly erected on what is now our Barn site and 
adjacent fields.  
 
Tram 159 has another close American connection - for a quarter of its life (built in 1925) this 
mainstay of our current Museum fleet was owned by the Oregon Electric Railroad Historical Society 
(OERHS). This all stemmed from a contact around 1960 - when 159 was taken out of regular service - 
between OERHS’s Paul Class and Merv Sterling of the then Old Time Transport Preservation League 
at Matakohe (in Northland); Merv got in touch with Graham Stewart who put Paul on to the right 
contact at Wellington City Council and the outcome was that 159 was donated by the Council to 
OERHS on the assumption that they would take it to the USA.  What with one thing and another, 
that didn’t happen and 159 came under the wing of WTM when the Wellington trams finished in 
1964; moved to Queen Elizabeth Park with the rest of the WTM trams in 1965, and was formally 
gifted to WTM in 1984. 
 
I had wondered, when writing about the US Marines Trust in that Tramlines, whether Paul Class 
might himself have been a Marine, or from a Marines family; or if the wartime connection of the US 
Marines with Wellington had been a main factor in the City Council’s gift. Not so, it seems; just 
request at the right time to the right place. We sent Paul a copy of Tramlines and he has replied: 
 
“Good Morning Alan, 
 
My, how the years have flown by.  Like so many elders, I have no idea how the time passes to find me 
at 86 this coming August.  My health is robust, active, I work every day.  I get up around 5am to 5.30 
and go to my desk about 6am so I can work with people on the US East Coast.   My secretary comes 
in around 10 am and we work till 1pm break for lunch and head to the tin shed (a huge steel building 
 
 

mailto:treasurer@wellingtontrams.org.nz
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Some History of our Tram 159, cont. 

on the ranch) here at Ridgewood, near San Francisco, to work on building or fixing tram parts for 
trams. [Paul’s business is The Streetcar Investment Group]. The day is over at 4PM. 
That said…….It was good to hear of Mervyn Sterling, he was our sponsor for immigration to New 
Zealand in the 1970’s.   It is sad that we had to come home to take care of the Trolley Museum 
property and re-establish our business.   In the early 1980’s I spent a lot of time on the highways 
delivering trams and the business office was run by my partner, Bill Hardwick who passed in 
November 2018. 
 
Thank you for the newsletter of your museum.   It is fun to see the progress and care to the 
most rare of heritage trams in New Zealand.   On my next trip out of the USA I would like to 
spend a longer time like three months visiting and help with any project that I can still do.   I 
hope to see and visit Christchurch city line as I never got to see it after it opened the 1st 
time…much less the new start after the horrible earthquake. 
 
Covid has certainly been well controlled and stomped on by your government.   My love and 
respect and joy for your life in New Zealand and I hope to return to you again.    There is so 
much to see and do in this life. 
 
Blessings to all,  
Paul Class 
 
PS   We had just finished the total reconstruction of tram #184 (EX Ballarat #30 and M&MTB 
183) in June 2019   It is beautiful.    Hard to explain but it took 17 years to do the total 
rebuild.   There was only the gang of four (4) and we had to pay the bills along the way.” 
 

 
Above: Paul Class in recently restored Ex Ballarat #30 and Melbourne (M&MTB) tram #183.  

      Photo supplied 
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MARKETING AND OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT 
from Russell Jenkins 

Since the last issue of Tramlines things have 
been very quiet on the operational side of 
the Tramway Museum. Covid-19 Lockdown 
has resulted in us ceasing tram operations. 

We are not alone, as other tram and rail 
operators throughout the country have had 
to do the same. In some cases this has put 
their future operations in jeopardy with at 
least 2 groups resorting to a “Give a Little” 
campaign to bring in funds to prop them up. 

Thankfully we have not had to resort to 
such moves. With the income we received 
over the summer holidays and from Grand 
Pacific Tours, along with careful spending by 
the Board, the Tramway Museum is still in a 
relatively good financial position.  

As a result of restrictions imposed by both 
Central and Regional Government, access to 
the Museum has not been possible, but 
with the change in lockdown level, some 
work is now able to be undertaken.  

Tram operations, however, are not on the 
immediate horizon at this stage. The Board 
has decided that the requirements needed 
to gain approval to recommence operations 
are not practical for us. We will therefore be 
waiting until the situation returns to what 

will be a “new normal” before we reopen 
for business. 

Grand Pacific Tours have made it clear that 
they are keen to bring tour groups to the 
Museum as soon as a “Trans-Tasman 
Bubble” is established and overseas tourists 
return to the country. We are looking 
forward to a continuation of the 
relationship that was established in the 
2019–2020 tour season. 

Our Driver Training Programme has been 
put on hold until tram operations resume 
but if any members would like to train as a 
tram driver, or know of anyone among their 
friends who would like to “have a go”, 
please get in touch. 

In the meantime, please take care of 
yourselves to ensure that when the 
Tramway Museum is open for business you 
are in position to play your part in its 
activities. 

Remember to keep up to date with the 
Tramway on either our webpage 
www.wellingtontrams.org.nz  Or the 

Tramway Facebook page   

 

 

GRAND PACIFIC TOURS 
from Russell Jenkins 

 

 

 

http://www.wellingtontrams.org.nz/
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Grand Pacific Tours, cont. 

In 2018 the Tramway Museum received an approach from an Australian based tour company, 
Grand Pacific Tours, offering to include the Tramway in their tour schedules in the 2019/2020 
Tour Season. 

After much deliberation, the Marketing and Operations Committee and the Board decided that 
this new venture was one way of promoting the Tramway Museum and raising our profile and 
our income stream. 

The proposal from Grand Pacific Tours (GPT) was for 52 Grand Pacific Rail (GPR) Tours (Up to 49 
passengers) and 19 Ultimate Grand Pacific Rail (UGPR) tours (up to 20 passengers) to visit the 
Tramway for afternoon tea and a tram ride as part of their journey from Rotorua to Wellington. 
GPT had told us from the outset that some tours would be cancelled for a variety of reasons. 

Up until the beginning of March 2020 a total of 23 tours had been cancelled, likely because 
numbers booked did not meet the minimum numbers required for a tour to proceed and the 
larger tours did not have a full complement of passengers. 

 

Photo: Keith McGavin 

Unfortunately there were further cancellations as a result of border restrictions in both Australia 
and New Zealand due to the Covid–19 Pandemic. As from 17 March all GPT Tours were cancelled 
with any tours underway stopped and the passengers returned home. As a result a further 16 
tours were cancelled and the tour programme suspended. 

Tours were scheduled to arrive at the Tramway at 3.15 pm. The groups were firstly taken for a 
tram ride to the beach where, if weather permitted, they had approximately 10 minutes to have 
a look at the beach and if required use the toilet facilities. They then returned to the Fiducia 
Centre where they were served light refreshments and invited to look at the displays in the tram 
barn. A selection of souvenirs was offered for sale. Groups usually left around 90 minutes after 
their arrival.  

As part of the contract between the Tramway and Grand Pacific Tours, the results of passenger 
surveys were conveyed to the Tramway. 
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Grand Pacific Tours, cont. 

In results received for the first half of the season the Tramway Museum received an overall 
rating of 8.54 out of 10 for 10 GPR Tours and a rating of 8.30 for the 8 UGPR Tours. Respondents 
made a number of favourable comments about their visit and the friendliness of our members.  

Despite the programme being interrupted by the Covid–19 Pandemic, income for the 2019 / 
2020 Season has been very beneficial and will help us weather this difficult time as well as 
contributing to future small/medium Museum projects. 

Grand Pacific Tours have indicated that when conditions allow for overseas tour groups to come 
to New Zealand, they are keen to bring groups to the Tramway. 

Special thanks go to those members who supported this venture and made it the success it was: 
Jenny Jenkins, Robert and Beth Hatten, Denys and Felicity Peck, Henry and Lorraine Brittain, 
Spencer Naith, Robert Vale, Wendy Donald and Alan Smith. Thanks also go to other members 
who assisted on days when they were rostered on the Running Roster when GP Tours were 
scheduled. 

 

Photo: Jenny Jenkins 

The Tramway Museum has done very well from what we have received both in terms of 'money 
in' and also the PR and our own group camaraderie aspects. From the feedback received it 
would seem that GPT (and their customers) are pleased with our operation, hospitality accorded 
and customer satisfaction. 

If and when Grand Pacific Tours return to the Tramway, I encourage more members to become 
involved in what is a great project that provides an alternative source of income which enables 
us to progress with further developments. 
 
 

ROAD ACCESS FROM SH1, TRANSMISSION GULLY AND MACKAYS CROSSING TO OUR 
SITE 

Further to the article and maps in our last 
issue - We are advised by Darren Utting, 
Manager – Stakeholder and Approvals, 
Transmission Gully Project, that really 
detailed and focussed information on how 
to use the new Transmission Gully 
motorway and the interchange around 
Mackays Crossing exists but that given the 
current uncertainty around the opening 

date for the road, it is not the right time to 
release this to the public. 
We will keep in touch on this matter and as 
soon as possible provide full information on 
the proposed new arrangements. 
UPDATE ON FIDUCIA TRAM NO. 244 

On latest information it appears likely that 
this tram will arrive from MOTAT in mid to 
late June or early July. 
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 PICTURE FROM THE PAST - 1985 

 
Above: Since our article on “Our Near Neighbours – The Kāpiti Aeromodeller’s Club” in the 
Jan-Feb “Tramlines” the above photograph taken by David Jones has come to light.  It shows 
Tram No.239 descending the hill and heading towards the depot.  It is traversing the level 
crossing– in 1985 very rudimentary – that provides access to the aero-modeller’s site, plus it 
shows the roadway to the site. The aeromodellers’ site itself is located where the collection of 
people and vehicles can be seen in the background. 
   
On this particular afternoon, March 31st 1985, two things were happening.  The tram is the 
“official” first tram to go “over the hill” to the temporary terminus which is now the stub siding 
on the Beach side of the hill.  It is shown returning down the hill.  And the collection of cars 
and people, far from being associated with the aeromodellers, were in fact partaking in a 
motocross event.  The leading car on the road has a trailer with two motocross bikes on it. 
 
The official opening of the track extension “over the hill” (known then as “The Beach Extension”) 
– was a momentous occasion for the Museum as it was the culmination of years of work by 
Museum members.  Mike Flinn as President at the time presided over the proceedings, and 
Wellington City Mayor Ian Lawrence performed the opening with representatives of the Queen 
Elizabeth Park Board also participating.  The tram is returning to the depot area for the official 
party and members to partake of afternoon tea. 
 
Alan Smith comments about this photograph:  “I tried earlier this year to take a photo 
somewhat similar (i.e. showing tramline, level crossing and airfield) but found that I couldn’t get 
high enough up that southern bank and/or that tree growth cut into the view.   I think it would 
be a good pic to add to Tramlines, for several reasons - good photo, shows airfield, shows 
grazing-type landscape, the “opening day” occasion 35 years ago; and that marvellous 
“Railways” advertising board on the roof! 
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OUR NEAR NEIGHBOURS – Part 3 
Kāpiti Stables    

by Rachael Martin, Owner  

 

Introduction by Alan Smith: 
Older members may recall Luke, the lovely old 
draught horse from the stables next door who 
was occasionally rostered on to lawn-mowing 
duties on the grass in front of our shop and barn 
before his sad death a few years ago.  Like the 
Tramway Museum, the Aeromodellers and the 
US Marines Trust, the Stables also keep on 
evolving and growing as Queen Elizabeth Park 
and the population who value it themselves 
evolve and grow. 
 

“Kāpiti Stables” took up the lease in 2018 
replacing our earlier friends “Stables on the 
Park”.  
 

This article from Rachael Martin, the owner of 
Kāpiti Stables, explains how our next door 
neighbours operate and the sorts of services 
which they offer. Trams and horses have over 
the years built a mutual healthy respect for each 
other as they move along Whareroa Road and 
we always enjoy having Stables workers and 
customers visit our kiosk for ice creams and a 
chat. 

 
Kāpiti Stables was established at the 
beginning of 2018 as a trekking and grazing 
facility at MacKays Crossing Paekakariki.  

 

We offer trekking to children and adults 
around the farmland and bridle trails within 
Queen Elizabeth Park, as well as along the 
beautiful Kapiti Coast Beach.  

The focus of Kāpiti Stables is to provide a 
friendly environment where people can 
have a positive experience with horses. We 
offer a variety of short and long treks for 
inexperienced and experienced riders. In 
addition we also provide grazing and 
agistment, birthday parties, riding lessons, 
wedding photos, school and company group 
sessions (with tailored programmes), school 
holiday programmes and Equine Assisted 
Therapy.  

Kāpiti Stables philosophy is based around 
inclusion, and we provide services to people 
who have a variety of needs. 

Our team of horses is made up from mainly 
Clydesdales, large horses who were 
originally bred to pull carts and work in 
fields. Their riding experience is often 
described as like riding in a comfortable arm 
chair and slowly rocking the rider.   

 
Above: Cadbury 
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Our Near Neighbours, Pt.3: Kapiti Stables 

Our other horses include a Gypsy Vanner, 

Arab cross, Chestnut and Station bred 

horses. Each horse has their own 

temperament, personality and unique 

traits. They are all used to being ridden 

around the Park and along the beach. They 

love attention and taking trekkers out for a 

ride. 

 

Kāpiti Stables is open by appointment 

Monday to Friday, and Saturday and Sunday 

(10 am – 4 pm). Horse treks can be booked 

in advance, however, we also allow for 

walk-ins on Saturday and Sunday. Our treks 

cater for inexperienced and nervous riders 

who need extra confidence and assistance. 

For these riders we might lead the horse so 

the rider can safely enjoy connecting with 

the horse and the environment they are 

walking around. For more confident riders 

they can enjoy the freedom of riding 

independently around the bridle trails such 

as our Pine Tree Trek. For seasoned trekkers 

we have a two hour ride along the Kāpiti 

Coast beach to Raumati and back. We also 

provide Pony Experience opportunities for 

children to touch, stroke, learn how to 

brush and care for a horse before a riding 

experience so they are more at ease with 

horses. 

Our riding instructor is an experienced 

horse woman who has worked with horses 

for a number of years. She loves teaching 

adults and children to ride and provides 

individualised programs specifically 

targeted to the needs of each rider. Our 

youngest rider is in primary school and our 

oldest rider is in their 70’s, so there is no 

barrier to crossing off your bucket list. 

Riding lessons occur on Wednesday’s by 

appointment. Weekend lessons will also 

resume shortly. 

The philosophy of Kāpiti Stables is to enable 

everyone to connect and learn about horses 

as much as riding. We have experienced 

contractors and volunteers who freely share 

their time and knowledge. We have a 3 

level grazing opportunity to help support 

people who have their own horse and want 

to graze on our land. This may include a) 

leasing a shared paddock and poo picking 

etc. themselves, b) additional support from 

a Kāpiti Stables contractor to look after 

their horse or c) a Kāpiti Stables contractor 

providing full care throughout the week 

enabling the owner to ride without the 

responsibility of daily maintenance, health 

care and paddock maintenance. Grazers are 

able to use our facilities including a grassed 

arena and obstacle course. Parking for 

floats is available. 

Kāpiti Stables also provides Equine Assisted 

Therapy. EAT is where the horses work with 

individuals or small family groups on the 

ground. No riding involved. By working with 

the horse through grooming and 

participating in specific activities, the 

person builds a close relationship with the 

horse. This experience can be used to help 

develop coping strategies for children and 

adults with Autism; learning needs; anxiety; 

depression; PTSD and other needs, to name 

a few. Our trained therapist has experience 

with both horses and working with people 

in these areas. 

For further information and prices visit our 

website: KapitiStables.com    

Phone: 027 355 3046       

Email: kapitistables@gmail.com 

 Kapiti Stables Trekking and Grazing.

 

mailto:kapitistables@gmail.com
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Continuing our series of personal tram 

recollections 

MY CHILDHOOD TRAMWAY 
MEMORIES 

Russell Jenkins 

I grew up in the Eastern Suburbs area of 
Strathmore Park. In common with a lot of 
families we didn’t own a car and relied on 
the Wellington Tramways’ trams and buses 
to get around. 
 
In Strathmore Park we had weekday 
morning and afternoon buses from the 
shops to our homes on the hill. There were 
also buses on Friday nights, and on 
Thursday evenings there was “The Picture 
Bus”. This ran around the Strathmore Park 
circuit and then via Ira Street to the Capital 
Theatre in Miramar (now called the Roxy) 
and on to the Kinema in Kilbirnie.   At the 
end of the session at the Kinema, it would 
return to Strathmore Park, calling by the 
Capital to pick up anyone who had been 
there. The buses were either Leyland or AEC 
Regal half cabs. 

 
Wellington Tramways’ Leyland Bus No. 14

 Photo from Graham Stewart Collection 

As a family we made regular weekend visits 
to friends in Karori and Brooklyn by tram. 
First we would walk down to the 
Strathmore Park shops and wait for a 
number 3 tram to come from Seatoun. If we 
were going to Karori we would stay on it 
until we got to the Cenotaph stop (known 
those days as the Green Horse) in Lambton 
Quay and then wait for a Karori tram. The 
long grind up the hill and through the 
tunnel eventually took us to the stop before 
the Karori Terminus where we would walk 

up to our friends’ house in Sunshine 
Avenue.  

While the journey home was usually by 
tram, occasionally Dad would splash out 
and we would get a taxi from the bottom of 
Bowen Street. The taxi fare was around 7 
shillings and sixpence. 

For a journey to our friends in Brooklyn we 
would get off the tram from Seatoun at 
Perrett’s Corner (the corner of Manners and 
Willis Streets) and change to a number 7 
tram to Brooklyn. 

 
Karori bound Double Saloon tram 226 passes 
under the Kelburn Viaduct.  

Photo: Graham Stewart 
 

The homeward journey would be a walk 
from their house in Washington Avenue 
down to Newtown, where we would catch a 
number 3 Seatoun tram back to Strathmore 
Park. 

As a youngster I was very interested in 
trams and vividly recall the “new” Fiducias 
that had different seats. These would have 
been 257 to 260, the ones built after the 
war. They were very new and “flash” being 
only 2 or 3 years old. If dad was with us we 
would have to sit at the rear of the tram so 
he could smoke. Smoking was “at the rear 
of this notice” located in the middle of the 
tram. If we were on a Double Saloon, mum 
would always sit in the saloon and dad in 
the open section, again so he could light up. 

I even recall the day when I saw a Double 
Decker at the Strathmore Shops on a 
charter for the local Baptist Church. I don’t 
know where they were headed but the  
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My Childhood Tramway Memories cont. 

Double Deckers never operated on the 

Seatoun line as they couldn’t get through 

the Seatoun Tunnel. 

Another memory of the trams was as an 

Evening Post paper boy. We would all 

congregate at the Strathmore Park shops to 

wait delivery of our papers by tram. The 

tram would pull up and the conductor 

would push out bundles of papers on to the 

road. We would rush out to collect the 

bundles and then count out the number 

required for our run. It is hard to imagine 

how trams used to stop in Willis Street and 

load up papers for transport to the various 

suburbs. 

 
Double Saloon 172 heads up Willis Street on its 

way to Brooklyn.             

Photo Graham Stewart 

Yes, trams took me everywhere. To school 

at Miramar South and to rugby training at 

the Eastern Suburbs Gym in Coutts Street 

next to the Rongotai Airport Terminal 

building.  

On the after school tram from Miramar 

Junction, the conductor would usually 

position him or herself at the rear of the 

tram and the driver would proceed very 

slowly until the conductor knocked their 

clippers on the driver’s door. This would 

indicate that all fares had been collected. 

The driver would then notch up to the usual 

speed along Broadway. 

 
Miramar Junction with Double Saloon 156 

turning to go to Miramar while another Double 

Saloon in the distance heads along Broadway 

on its way to Seatoun. 

Photo Graham Stewart 

 

As a child I always wanted to be a Tram 

Driver but dad always said that the trams 

would be finished by the time I grew up. 

And he was correct. The last Wellington 

trams ran when I was in the 6th form at 

Rongotai College, but I managed to get 

some photos on my Kodak camera. 
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My Childhood Tramway Memories cont. 

     

 
Top: Fiducia 244 in Wallace Street. 
Above: Fiducia 244 turning out of Hopper 
Street. 

In addition to my interest in real trams I also 
had a “fleet” of my own at home. I would 
play for hours with my Micro Model cars 
and trucks and my “trams”, both Fiducia 
and Double Saloon. 
 

My trams were simple affairs. The body was 
a used matchbox, of which I had a regular 
supply as dad was a smoker, and the pole, 
or poles in the case of a Fiducia, were safety 
pins purloined from my mum’s supply. 

  

 
Top: “Double Saloon” and a Micro Model 
Bedford 
Above: A “Fiducia” tram 

And now I drive trams at the Tramway 
Museum, realising my childhood dream of 
being a Tram Driver. 
 

Postscript: Thank you Russell for going into 
print with your very interesting and 
evocative recollections. 

If you have any tram recollections you are 
able to share please do so.  We welcome 
any contribution however commonplace 
and usual it may seem to you – it will be of 
interest to many others who never had the 
experience of riding a tram in Wellington.  

Please send your contribution to Henry 
Brittain (details Page 2.) 

AROUND THE SITE AND DOWN THE LINE       from Keith McGavin 

As indicated elsewhere there was of course no work activity, not even lawn-mowing, from 22nd 
March through to some preparations over the weekend of 17-18th May and the resumption 
under Covid-19 Level 2 (with a restriction of no more than ten members on the site) on 
Wednesday 20th May. 

As detailed in the March-April issue planning was underway for the “Poles 18 to 23 Track 
Improvement Project” well before the shutdown.  So the opportunity is being taken to proceed 
with this project (as top priority) now, rather than open up with restricted tram operations and 
then have to close again.  Steve Porter describes, in his “From the President’s Workbench” 
(page 3) how the work is being undertaken.  
 

The following photos, plus our cover photo, show the progress being made to date: 
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Around the Site and Down the Line, cont. 

 
Above: Removing the first of the rails to be replaced from the site. 20

th
 May      Photo: Mike Flinn 

 

 
Above: Work finished for Wednesday 20

th 
May.  The road crossing to be re-built can be seen in the 

background.         Photo: Mike Flinn 
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Around the Site and Down the Line, cont. 

 
Above: Next day.21

st
 May. Brian Dawson (left) and Alan Smith unloading replacement sleepers.  Old 

sleepers have already been stacked on the wagon.      Photo: Russell Jenkins 

 
Above: Friday 22

nd
 May – close of day.  Looking east towards “Little’s Lurch”.  Two rail lengths of 

railway profile track plus sleepers have now been removed.  Only the rails across the crossing itself 
remain in place.         Photo: Mike Flinn 
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HISTORIC CORNER:      from Henry Brittain 
Withdrawal and Disposal of Wellington’s Trams, Part I 

I have previously published an article in Tramway Topics (December 2005) outlining the dates, 
where known, when individual trams were withdrawn from service. 

The following is a general list of withdrawal numbers per year, some because of accident 
damage and others becoming redundant or surplus to requirements.  

Pre 1950: no detailed records are available but we do know that many four wheel, single truck 
trams were withdrawn circa 1931 with only a limited number written off between then and 
1950. 
  No. of trams withdrawn 

1950/54  33  Remaining handbrake cars plus 232 
1955    17  Closure Karori and Northland 
1957/58  15  Closure Brooklyn, Aro St, Miramar and Seatoun 
1960   63  Closure of Lyall Bay 
1961    4   No route closures 
1962    9  Closure of Hataitai 
1963   34  Closure of Island Bay 
1964   20  Closure of system 
Total              195 
 

The large number of disposals in 1960 was mostly trams that had been stored at both Kilbirnie 

and Newtown depots after the closure of the Eastern suburb routes in 1957/58 plus Lyall Bay in 

1960.  Kilbirnie depot was closed to all tram movements including the workshops, as from 31 

March 1961. 

 

Prior to 1950 trams were mostly sold individually to members of the public for use as sleep outs, 

baches, sheds and for other various functions. While most were sold to buyers in the Wellington, 

Hutt Valley and Kapiti Coast areas, others ended up further afield. 

 
 Wellington tram bodies, mostly double-bogie “Palace” types (Nos 53 – 80 series) at Raumati South. 

Photo: Graeme Bennett 
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Above: The body of Combination tram No.32 at 
Muhunoa East, east of Ohau, in the Manawatu. 

Photo: John Lawes 

 

 

 

Historic Corner: Withdrawal and Disposal of Wellington’s Trams, cont. 

The body of a four wheel Double Decker was located by Museum members at Foxton and used 

as a shed for the Go Cart Club; another tram, number 31, was located in the Wairarapa in use as 

a maimai and one as a sleep-out at Birchville.  Another was located at Te Marua enclosed in a 

building.  This was recently donated to the Museum and turned out to be small Palace (i.e. 

4-wheeled) number 86 still in its original chocolate brown livery. This was identical to number 82 

which the Museum had retrieved from Ohiro Bay in the 1960’s but which was ultimately broken 

up when it was decided it was beyond restoration. 

 
Above: Small (4-wheeled) Palace tram body, No.82 when it was at Ormondville, Southern Hawkes Bay, 
for intended restoration.  It was ultimately returned to WTM’s site but the Museum determined it was 
beyond (economic) restoration – so after removing useful parts it was scrapped.  Fortunately the tram 
body of an identical tram, No.86, has subsequently been procured and this is stored under cover at the 
Museum.   Photo: Henry Brittain 

 
In November 1950 the YMCA purchased the 
bodies of two Double deckers, 48 and 50 plus 
Combination 32 and moved them to their 
outdoor camp at Muhunoa East in the 
Manawatu. Unfortunately they were never 
used for their intended purpose and were 
subsequently burnt. Other bodies or part 
bodies were scattered about the lower North 
Island. 

In 1952 the authorities advertised individual 
tram bodies for sale however there was no 
interest and it was decided to test the 
market again, this time with a bulk number 
of trams. This took place in January 1953  
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Historic Corner: Withdrawal and Disposal of Wellington’s Trams, cont. 

when 15 obsolete trams were advertised and sold to a scrap metal merchant, R Proctor from 
Lower Hutt who paid 5 pounds for each tram and was permitted to break them up in the yard of 
Newtown depot. This was followed in June 1954 with another group of 14 were sold to a 
different scrap metal merchant, L P Duncan who paid 250 pounds for 14 trams, which were also 
broken up at Newtown. 

 
Above: The body of “Palace” tram No.53 at the R.S.A., Miramar.     Photo: Graeme Bennett 

 
Above: Mk I Double-saloon No.116 being dismantled in Kilbirnie Workshops. Photo: James Patterson 
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Historic Corner: Withdrawal and Disposal of Wellington’s Trams, cont. 

The Tramway authorities did not regard this as being entirely successful and in 1955 decided to 
break up the next batch of disposals at the Kilbirnie workshops. Again this was not regarded as 
being successful taking into account the cost of labour involved and problems with the disposal 
of the parts, and after realising it was costing more to break the trams up than what was being 
returned from scrap, the decision was made to sell them in bulk “as is where is”. 

 
Above: Mark I Double-saloon trams in storage at Kilbirnie Depot prior to sale.  Photo: Graeme Bennett 

There are no records on the disposal of the 15 trams in 1957/58, but the next batch in 1960 was 
advertised and another Wellington based scrap metal dealer, G R Stevens offered 22 pounds ten 
shillings ($45) for each tram. The trams were removed firstly from Kilbirnie to his premises at 
Rongotai and, after Kilbirnie Depot was closed to trams those at Newtown were moved to his 
yard in Happy Valley. 

The Stevens story will be continued in the next edition of Tramlines. 

 

REACHED THE END!  -  Here are your reminders from this issue:                        

1. Purchase a copy of Graham Stewart’s latest tram book “Crossing Ahead”   Page 5 

2. Consider obtaining an emailed pdf, or a printed book copy, of the Tram 207 Conservation Plan   

         ………. Page 6 

3. Can you assist with a donation to the Tram 207 restoration fund? ………………. Page 8 

4. keep up to date with the Tramway on either our webpage www.wellingtontrams.org.nz  Or 

the Tramway Facebook page   
5. Can you write down and send in your recollections of trams in Wellington?? …Page 18 

 “Tramlines” is the bi-monthly newsletter for members of the Wellington Tramway Museum Inc.  

Its aim is to keep members in touch with practical notices and the details of current developments and it 
also includes articles on matters of historic tramway interest, especially Wellington.  
Please also see our website and Facebook page which are our instantly-updated Museum fact resource 
and notice to the wider world.   Contributions and notes welcomed.  Contact details are on page 2.  

http://www.wellingtontrams.org.nz/

